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by a sense of duty todo. The old issue between || taken up by duties in the Senate, in pursuing his | whole history of his I feel confident, sir, 
us is not changed by anything he has said, and I Ae wag and actir i as an attorney for claimants. und I repeatit, that the impious charge of co 
address myself simply to the new points he has et hischarge in his speec h on this floorto which | ruption against him, wu vanish before the light 
raised. I rep! lied, was one of high crime, viz: Sabornation of fair Investigation, a st does before a tornado. 
He has again inquired why I did not demand, || of perjury and willful frauds upon the Treasury Now, Mr. Speaker, a few words as to mv col- 
in behalf of Secretary Corwin, an investigation | over which he has control. On the subject of | league’s assault u His personalities I 
into his connection with the Gardiner claim. I | Senators and members of Congress, acting as at- cannot notice with \ on of the pt 3 
have already stated the very satisfactory reason | torneys in the prosecution of their profession be- of honor, or with fror e d ty 
that no resp mnsible person had been found to assert fore our courts, commissioners, and departments, vhich my pos nt 1 Ss metor ’ 
acharge of improper or corrupt conduct. Some | without going into details or discussing the pro- Upon th vi f veracity, | ‘ it 
months aro, when mv colleague had the floor, un- priety of it, | have but to say, for my present to say, thatin my! lay, 1 ved 
derstanding him to insinuate such a charge, | did purpose, that such has alway s been the practice ‘* previous que ¥ é 3 
promptly rise In my place, and put to him the | of men of all parties here, from time immemorial. point, which certainly cuts off al ebate on this 
question directly, as to whether oe? made such a ee y then, my colleague makes noth- Or lL have nothing further to say n that 
charge. And I then said that Mr. Corwin would | ing by that. estion; but I have to say to him, i faa 
challenge investigation whenever any responsible bel, Mr. S Speaker, as if driven to the wall by eering allusion y physica e, t 
man was found to assert the charge on this floor. || his former charges against my distinguished cor ‘ uch L only weig yout one hundred i 
Whether I was so reported, Ido not know, as Stituent, my colleague now “makes others, He tw five pounds av it is, 1 will waive if 
there was much confusion in the Hall at the time, || says that Mr. Corwin, learning that this searching | d ce readily and fully, if he h ny 
and I have never looked at the published report. | resolution had been offered, left the city for Ohio. vrongs to avenge, by an elfort : ersonal ch 
I have alwavs asserted, that whenever there was Sir, I cannot now stigmatize this ch irge as it tisement. Though I ) tt profess to be either 
found a responsible father for this calumny, in- | should be marked. I have on y to say, as is well rood-looking or physi vy strong, | ly ta 
vestigation should come. But no such person has || Known to many members here, that Mr. Corwin | compare the personal a trance wh God has 
ever been found. Even my colleagzue has prefaced had left for Ohio, more than twenty-four hours ven me with his, and 1 t may i d tar 
his resolution by saddling the charge upon public | before my colle ague proposed to offer his resolu- | enough, and ) ; e enou to 
rumor. I should indeed be treacherous to my | tion, and was, perhaps, half way to his journey’s. defend mys raf ay 1 , or any 
duty, were | to demand here an investigation of | end before my colleague drew it from his pocket. é roper place Vv « iysically, 
any man’s conduct, involving large expenditures of | In fact, sir, | believe it was the knoweledge of ron the ot | ! ‘ \ 
the public money, upon any idle aud libelous ru- | his absence that induced its presentation at that Mr. OLD Da vish to } inv ad- 
mor that may have been originated by hired dem- || particular time. Besides, sir, the Seeretary’ va e of my friend quence of smal 
agogues to blacken the fame of honest men. Sir, | quaintances all know that his health imperatively of his s ls meo wo men 
I come here for no such purpose. required is absence, and the idea t} mv col- vho went out to h hue One w \ ree 
A word, , as to the creation of this slander- leazue’s self-importance has conjured up, that he ad the herasmall n ind W irreed that 
ous rumor as to Secretary Corwin and the Gard- left to avoid his puny assaults, will be regarded he laree man should mark out the eof the ‘ 
ner claim [ch urge that my colleague has manu- as the vertest al bsurdi ty where either of the pat man upon his person, 1 that if he were 
factured it. More than a year ago, | remember | ties are known. outside of that mark it should not go for anyt 
he came to the town in which I reside, to address But my colleague says that Mr. Corwin went ! will make the irra ment w m ol- 
Democratic meeting. He there made pretty | to Ohio to purchase up some Free-Soil paper. It leagu 
much the same speech on eeeege polities that he || would be well for my colleague if he makes t Mr. CAMPBELL Mr. Speaker, 1 )]- 
refreshed us with here the other day, except as to | new charge to amend his resolution and have that league’s effort at wit j ‘ feeble : 
the allusion to the Secreta ry of the Treasury « Ee investigated also. It will save the ex pense uy empts to de roy m reputat | in 
then, in an insinuating manner, sought to cast a | the public Treasury, over which he has co s fy himself with it, I have hi re to 
stigma upon his character for integrity. Deter- || tuted himself a guardian, to do so, and to hav say. 
mined to bring the matter to a point, I was unwill his charges examined at once, and all his slande Mr. Speaker, my co ie has chareed that I 
ing that even in a Democratic meeting, where I || silenced by one report. As to this = charge, 1) wasa nt from the H for three weeks 
had no rich its, the character of that man who had have but to Stigmatize it, as I did others of a simi durt: { i | { Let m 
been personally known to most of the audienceas | lar character, a few days since, as wholly desti have cred rr | 1 a truth ; A ft, 
honorable and upright from his boyhood, should tute of aly foundation 1g truth i lo ibsence | | it id 
be blackened by insinuations, | interrupted my Mr. OLDS. I did not make tl charg ] i MANY miu rt t ’ ery 
colleamue, and inquired whether he made the only said that public rumor said so. interest of col I did, e 
charge that, as Secretary of the Treasuryg he had Mr. CAMPBELL My colleague always deals ne, ¢o hor But, a | \ : 
acted improperly in regard to this claim. He then, | in public ramors. It is my colleague who goes ertod in our busin when it wa ircel 
sir, before that Democratic meeting, disavowed || from stump to stump, in Ohio, from day to day, | sible tha iv question wv { voted uno! 
that charge, and confined it to the fact that hewas | week to a month to month, casting asper which my constituents had either a direct or re- 
attorney for the claimant whilst he was aSenator. || sions upon the characters of honest men, and | mote interest. Not so with my colleagu \~ 
Yet, sir, I have heard that he passed on through || when brought to account for it, conceals hi sence, to which I incide y ided to show that 
the State of Ohio, from Hamilton, from stump to beautiful person beneath the ample and filthy he was not the proper person to charge that Mr 
stump, with the base insinuation upon his tongue | folds of the under garments of that old hag, “*Ru- Corwin, as Senator, had neglected his duties. He 
that the Secretary was corn mor.’”’ It is he who “oes around the e¢ untry, was absent I era t é e of he 
Mr. OLDS, (Mr. Suess yielding to him | worming his poisonous slanders into the ears of on, into which, w ll know, the important 
for explanation.) When I was proceeding with | the unsophisticated and credulous yeomanry of — business of Congr vded. He was tat 
my remarks at Hamilton, and was speaking of the land, against honorable men; and when sum ost the time when vour Treasury ij nn- 
the fact, that Mr. Corwin, while acting as Sen- | moned for his proofs, gives the whispers of her dered, if plundered at all—atthe close, en every 
ator, and receiving eight dollars a day of the || foul tongue. Of all character of persons, Mr. | thing is passed in hot haste—when the ** Galphin- 
people 3 money, had taken a fee from the other Spe saker, in my judgment, those who seek to de izers lo 1k for a harvest. My colleacue was nota 
side as aclaim agent against the Treasury, my | stroy or impair the reputations of “th eir fellow- tinel then, at the close of the ever-to-be-remem- 
collearue arose, and in putting his question to me, | men, by retailing the malicious whisperings of — be oil firstsession ofthe Thirty-first Congress. He 
made a disclaimer that Mr. Corwin, before he || public rumor, thus evading the responsibilities | was not here when the fugitiveslavelaw was passed. 
went into the office of the Secretary of the Treas- | which honorable men are ever ready to assume, | Where was hi Echo answers: ** At home elec- 
ury, sold out his interest in thatclaim. Hemade | are most deserving of public scorn and public | tioneering, and proving his fidelity to Free-Soil 
an admission of the very thing I charged. In contempt. My colleague has just riven us hisown principles ** Sir, 1 was ere. Therecord shows 
reply to him I said = How does that change | evidence to show thathe isentitled to the creditof ut. IJ have be here whenever every creat cues 
the condition of Mr. Corwin? If this was a fraud- || being a leader amongst this class of men. tion of public interest during my service has been 
ulent claim, and he sold it for a valuable consid- So far, then, as the Secretary of the Treasury | voted upon, and especially during the memorable 
eration, does he wish his friends to understand || is concerned, [ only desire to say, that my col- session of 1849-50. 
that he cheated the man to whom he sold the || league has long been engaged in this work of poi- But my colleague complains that he has not re- 


claim in New York? or did he have an under- 
standing with the gentleman in New York that on 
being Secretary of the Treasury that claim would 
be paid? I told him to take which horn of the di- 
lemma he chose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The House will perceive, 
Mr. Speaker, that my colleague now admits sub- 
st intially, what I have said, that there, in that 
Democratic meeting, his charge was simply that 
Governor Corwin, whilst Senator at eight dollars 
per day, had noright to empley his leisure time, not 
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son—this system of creating opinion upon idle 
rumors. If the House deem it due, either to the 
public interest, or to the character of Secretary 
Corwin, whic h has had aspersions cast upon it | y 
my colleague i in this manner, m there should | 

an investigation, } not only ask it, but demand it. 
All that I would ask, as his friend and represent 
ative, and all, I know, that he would fair 
and impartial committee, who, ridding themselves 
of all party prejudices, will investigate his ¢ 
} nection with this claim, and if they choose, 
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ceived enough mileage, « t | have received too 
much. On this poimt I desire only to say, ti 
the Committee on Mileage , which is a Democrati 
committee, sett ed the n er for me wit! t my 
inte sition. I had nothing to do in the n e) 
excel to al ver € 1 err itories, tha | ed 
n Hamilton, Olio, twenty miles north of Cincin- 
nail | nl his, they ywed me for tu ity 
miles more travel than t y gave my Demos ti 
colleague, [Mr. Disney,| who resides in the city 
of Cincinnatl. In fact, sir, I have never looked into 
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it particularly. My rule is to tell the truth when 
interrogated by the Committee on Mileage, and 
then take whatever money the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
under their direction, offers me. That is all I do. 
It may be that my colleague would fare better by 
pursuing the same course. 

_ My colleague has found in a newspaper, a pri- 
vate letter which some two years ago 1 wrote in 
revard to the fugitive slave law, and which found 
its way into the public prints. He is welcome to 
all he can make out of it. It has, at least, the re- 
deeming trait of boldness, and direct opposition to 
the details of thatlaw. In regard to it, I have 
only to say here, that my position is well under- 
stood. Acknowledging, as I do, the constitutional 


obligation to deliver up fugitives from labor, I 
am, nevertheless, opposed—uncomp romisingly op- 
posed—to the details of any law, under w hich a 


free man, of any complexion, may be made a slave 

My opinions are we ell known here. They have 
been freely and fenr! essly avowed on all proper 
occasions. Honorable gentlemen, on all sides of 
this H ull, of every party, will bear me witness, that 
Sj mvenever pursued ; nev asivec ourse on this point. 

Can my colleague 5 ay as much? Can anybody 
savas much forhim? Let his constituents answer. 
Sir, when I am to retain this seat only by du- 
plicity—by holding one set of opinions here, and 
another among my constituents, I shall leave it in 
disgust. That I claim a modification of the fugi- 
tive slave law I confess, and that, in due season, 
even our southern friends, when cool and patriotic 
counsels prevail, will see the justice of that claim, 
I do not cherish a doubt. 

Mr. Speaker, the time of the House is valuable, 
I know, and I dismiss this matter, leaving the 
House to exercise its pleasure as to the passage of 
this resolution. In pabaualict of my promise, I 
move the previous question, 

Mr. OLDS. Can I accept the amendment to 
the preamble proposed by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Meape?) 

The SPEAKER. Itcan only be done by unani- 
mous consent, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It can bedone by with- 
drawing the call for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands it. 

Mr. OLDS. Will my colleague withdraw the 
call for the previous question ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Certainly; I do withdraw 
it. 

Mr. OLDS. ‘Then the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia can propose his amendment to the preamble, 
and then move the previous question. 

Mr. MEADE. I then offer that amendment, 
and renew the motion for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken upon the resolu- 
tion, and it was agreed to. 

The question was then put upon the amendment 
to the preamble, and it was agreed to; and the pre- 
amble as ame nded was then adopted. 

Mr. OLDS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted, and also moved 
to lay the motion te reconsider upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


BUSINESS BEFORE THE COMMITTEES. 


Mr. COBB. I ask my colleague to withdraw 
that motion, so that | may introduce a resolution 
in which every member of this House is interested, 
with the exception of the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let the resolution be read 
for information, 

The Clerk read the resolution, aa follows: 

Resolred, That all bills, resolutions, and other matters 
referred to the standing committees of this House, upon 
which no report shall have been made at this session, shall 
be returned informally to the Clerk, and shall, by virtue of 
this resolution, stand recommitted at the commencement 
of next session to said committees, into Whose possession 
the Clerk is hereby directed to restore them. 


Mr. EVANS. I! object. 

Mr. GREY. Iask the gentleman from Ala- 
bama to allow me to introduce a resolution, to 
which, | am sure, no gentleman in the House 
will have an objection. It is a resolution of in- || 
quiry. ! 


Mr. KING, of New York. I object. It is 
not in order. 

Mr. GREY. [ask that the resolution may be 
read. | am convinced that no gentleman upon the 
floor will object. 

Mr. KING. I object; and I call for a vote upon 
the motion of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Hovston.]} 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Hovus- 
TON’s motion, and it was agreed to. 


So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Harris, of Ten- 
nessee, in the chair.) 


OCEAN MAIL SERVICE. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move to take up House 


bill No. 242, making appropriations for the trans- 
portation of the United States mail by the ocean 
steamers, and otherwise, during the fiscal year 
ending 30th June, 1853. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The bill was then taken up for consideration, 
and was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not intend to occupy 
any of the time of the committee in explaining this 
bill further than to say that the bill, as reported 
by the Committee of WwW ays and Means, is simply 
for appropriating money to carry out the existing 
contracts for the ocean steam service, made in 
pursuance of law. There is no contract in the bill. 
There is no proposition to make an additional 
contract in the bill, but it is confined alone and 
entirely to carrying out the existing contracts 
which have been made under existing laws 

I am instructed, sir, by the Committee of Ways 
and Means to propose an amendment at the end 
of the ninth line in the first paragraph, of which 
I give notice to the House, so that they may 
know whatiscoming. Theamendment is to strike 
out $385,000, which was the amount of compen- 
sation heretofore paid to the Collins line, and to 
insert in lieu of that sum $858,000—the compen- 
sation allowed to that line in accordance with the 
recent vote and legislation of Congress. That is 
the only amendment the Committee of Ways and 
Means propose to this bill. In saying this, I be- 
lieve I have brought all the facts connected with 
this bill before the House, so far as the bill itself 
is concerned; and if it is the pleasure of the 
House, I am exceedingly anxious that we should 
close this‘debate to-morrow at twelve o’clock. If 
gentlemen wish it, we might have an evening ses- 
sion to discuss this bill. 

[Cries of ** Close the debate!’’] 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, if the com- 
mittee will agree to it, | will propose now to go into 
the House and pass a resolution closing debate 
upon this bill to-morrow at twelve o’clock, and 
then there will be no misunderstanding about it. I 
move that the committee rise. 

The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 


The committee accordingly rose,and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman stated that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had the state of the Union generally 
under consideration, and especially House bill No. 
242, and had come to no conclusion thereon. 


CLOSE OF DEBATE UPON THE MAIL SER- 
VICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I propose the resolution to 
close debate upon House bill No. 242 at twelve 
o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Imove an amendmentto that 
resolution, by striking out twelve o’clock to-mor- 
row, and inserting in lieu thereof, in five minutes 
after the committee shall again resume the consid- 
eration of the same. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move to amend 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, by 
striking out * five minutes,’’ and inserting ‘ fif- 
teen.”’ 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. ORR. I should like, sir, to offer another 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER. A second amendment is not 
in order. An amendment to an amendment is 
moved, and another amendment is not in order. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to offer an amendment that 
the debate be closed at four o’clock to-morrow. 





This is an important bill, and ought to be dis- 
cussed. 

The SPEAKER. No further amendment is in 
order, the previous question having been moved. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The question recurred upon agreeing to the 
amendment as amended, and being put, it was 
agreed to, 

Mr. ORR moved to lay the resolution upon the 
table 

The motion was not agreed to. 


The question was then taken upon the adoption 
of the resolution as amended, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON moved that tie rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Harris, of Tennes- 
see, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of House bill No. 242. 

Mr. DEAN obtained the floor, and addressed 
the committee in regard to the issues involved in 
the presidential question, and in regard to the ex- 
travagance of the present Administration. Upon 
his responsibility, he asserted that the corruptions 
which existed in the Departments at Washington 
are greater than they ever have been; and that the 
investigating committee which had been appointed 
by the Senate would make developments astound- 
ing to every one. 

"The bill was then read by sections, for amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment, viz: After the word ‘** back,’’ in the 
ninth line, strike out the words ‘‘ three hundred 
and eighty-five,’? and insert in lieu thereof the 
words ‘* eight hundred and fifty-eight,’’ so as to 
make the clause read as follows: 

*¢ For transportation of the mails from New York to Liv- 
erpool and back, $858,000.” 

That is to provide for the Collins line. I desire 
to say now, that this bill was reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Meanssome time before 
the House acted upon the Collins line, when the 
deficiency bill was under consideration. At the 
time thig bill was reported, it provided an appro- 
priation for the Collins line, in accordance with 
the then-existing laws. Congress, however, have 
since that time increased it to $858,000, and I am 
now instructed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means to move to amend the bill, to meet that in- 
crease. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the committee 
do now rise, and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose, and the chair- 
man (Mr. Harris, of Tennessee) reported that 
the committee had, according to order, had the 
Union generally under consideration, and es- 
pecially House bill No. 242, for the support of 
the United States mail service by ocean steamers, 

| during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1853, and 
had come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move the previous ques- 
tion upon the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 

| main question was ordered to be put. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and having been engrossed, it 
was read the third time. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move the 
previous question upon the passage of the bill. 

| The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 
| The bill was then passed. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

The question was put, and the latter motion 

| was agreed to. 
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MARGARET L. WORTH. 
Mr. POLK. Mr. Speaker, I have sought the 


Aoor for a long time, for the purpose of bringing |} 


before the House for consideration a bill, import- 
ant in its character. | will not appeal to the sym- 
nathy of the House, nor do I desire todo so. I 


believe that the mere mention of the case will op- | 


erate upon the judgment of members of this | 


House, to induce them to take it up, and pass it. 
I move to take up the bill now upon the Speaker’s 
table, for the relief of the widow of Major General 
Worth. I ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up this bill, and I hope no member 
will object. 

Mr. ALLISON. I know my friend from Ten- 
nessee will include two orphans, of whose case I 
have charge. Their case is a very meritorious 
one, and one of great necessity. 

Mr. POLK. If there are circumstances con- 


nected with that case which inspire the same | 


patriotism as the case I have presented, i will 

most certainly include the gentleman’s case. I 

however decline to include it in my proposition. 
The SPEAKER. Debate is out of order until 
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The amendments reported have never been offered 
to the bill. The bill was reported from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and has never been 
considered in Committee of the Whole. An 
amendment was reported from that committee, 
but not the one which has been read. 

Mr. POLK. Then I make the issue before the 
House with my colleague, and I ask the House 
to decide whether any construction shall be put 
upon this matter by which to prevent the widow 


ist 
Teas 


of aman who fell fighting with his face to his 
country’s enemies, from having this little pittance 


| upon a mere question of order. 


the gentieman’s resolution is before the House for | 


consideration. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. POLK. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. HARRIS. I will remark that this bill is 
not on the Speaker’s table. It is before the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. POLK. 
Committee of the Whole from the further consid- 
eration of this bill, with a view of taking it up 
and passing it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. 

Mr. POLK. 


I object. 
I move to suspend the rules. 


‘The question now being upon the suspension | 


of the rules, 


Mr. BRIGGS demanded tellers; which were 


Then I move to discharge the | 


ordered; and Messrs. Cuanp_er, and Harris of 


Alabama, were appointed. 


The question was then taken, and the tellers 


reported 





ayes 96, noes 30. 


So (two thirds having voted in the affirmative) || 
the rules were suspended and the motion received. | 


The question was then taken, and the House 
acreed to discharge the Committee of the Whole 


from the further consideration of the bill indicated. | 


Mr. POLK. I move the previous question on 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. I understand the motion of the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Potk] to have 
been to discharge the Committee of the Whole 
from the further consideration of this bill. Now, 
I do not understand that that brings the bill 
before the House for its action. It goes to the 
Speaker’s table, and must be taken from there be- 
fore it can come before the House for its action. 

The SPEAKER. 
nessee [Mr. Potk] moved to discharge the Com- 


mittee of the Whole from the further consideration | 


of the bill, with a view of putting it on its passage. 


The Chair thinks both propositions werecontained | 





The gentleman from Ten- | 


in his motion, and decides that the bill is before 


the House. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. 
the bill may be read. 

It was read through by the Clerk. 

It provides that the Secretary of the Interior 
shall place the name of Margaret L. Worth upon 
the pension roll at the rate of $50 per month, from 
the 7th day of May, to continue during her natural 
life. 

Mr. HEBARD. 
nying the bill? 

The SPEAKER. There is none in the posses- 
sion of the Clerk. It is a Senate bill. 

Mr. HEBARD. Then I should be very glad 
to hear some statement made as to the facts upon 
which the bill is founded. 

Mr. POLK. It isa sufficient statement to say 
that she is the widow of the late gallant and la- 
mented General Worth. ; 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. 
amendment pending to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. There is an 
which will be reported. 

The Clerk then read several amendments. 

Mr. HARRIS. Will my colleague allow me 
to say a word? 

Mr. POLK. 


I ask that 


Is there any report accompa- 


I cannot allow my colleague. 


Is there not an || 
|| were appointed. 
amendment | 


Mr. HARRIS. Then I rise toa point of order. ! 


The SPEAKER. 
merely one of fact. 

Mr. HARRIS. Itis known to every member 
of the Committee on Invalid Pensions that another 
amendment was offered by that committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
a mistake has been made by reading the wrong 
amendment. That reported by the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions is the following: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill, and in 
sert the following : 

** That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
directed to place the name of Mrs. Margaret L. Worth, 
widow of the late General Worth, on the pension roll, at 
the rate of $30 per month, to commence on the —— day of 
—., to continue for five years: Provided, Tivatin case of 
her death, or the marriage of the said Margaret L. Worth, 
belore the expiration of the said five years, the pension for 
the remainder of the time shall be paid to the children of the 
said Worth.” 


Mr. POLK. 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The only amendment before 
the House is the one reported by the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Poxk,] I understand, moves the pre- 
vious question. If so, all debate on the bill or 
amendment is out of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I would sug- 
gest to my colleague, [Mr. Pork,] that he with- 
draw his demand for the previous question and 
admit one little amendment. His feelings seem 
to be all alive for the widows of officers who had 
served their country and have fallen in battle. | 
was in hopes my colleague would permit an amend- 
ment to be offered, which would embrace the 
widows of all those old soldiers who had fallen in 
battle while in their country’s service. 
them have been allowed a pension of five years’ 


The question of order is 


[ insist upon the previous ques- 


| half pay, which pay has long since expired, and 


I can see no good reason why the widow of the 
soldier who has fallen in battle should not be 


| placed upon an equal footing with the widows of 
officers who have died at home. 


Mr. POLK. There is no gentleman whom I 


| would accommodate sooner than my friend and 


colleague, but he has not evinced any generosity 
himself in regard to such matters. 7 i 

Mr. JOHNSON. I was in hopes my colleague’s 
sympathies would extend to the widows of sol- 


| diers, as well as to those of officers. 


The question being upon seconding the demand 
for the previous question, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, demanded tell- 
ers; which were ordered; and Messrs. Rossins 


| and Motony appointed. 


A count was then had, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 84, noes 44. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The SPEAKER. Before the motion upon or- 


| dering the main question is put, the Chair would 





i] 


remark to the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Harris,] who reported the amendment from the 


| Committee on Invalid Pensions, that there is a 
| blank in the amendment as to the date when the 


pension shall commence. 
Mr. HARRIS. Fill the blank with the same 
date as that contained in the bill. 
The amendment was then again read. 
The main question was then ordered to be put. 
The question next recurring upon agreeing to 


| the amendment reported by the Committee on 
| Invalid Pensions, 


Mr. POLK called for tellers; which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. Goopenow and Witprick 


The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 72, noes 5]. 

Before the result was announced, 

Mr. CARTTER called for the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

So the amendment was adopted. 


The amendment was then ordered to be en- | 


Many of 
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grossed, and the bill to be read a third time; and, 
a third time and 


having been engrossed, it was read 
passed, 
M . H RRIS, of Tenn ssee, mov ed to recon- 


sider the vote last taken and to lay the motion te 

anescdlew . { 1} mo Cease 
reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 


HEIRS OF CAPTAIN PLUMMER. 
Mr. ALLISON. 


I move to take up Senate bill 
No. 454, for the relief of Morton Plum- 
mer and Mary Reynolds Plummer, heirs and 
minor children of Captain Plummer of the Unite 
States Army. 


A Vor F 2 


Toseph 


I ohiect 


Mr. ALLISON. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended to allow me to make the motion. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative. 

The bill was then taken up and read. 

It provides that the Secretary of the Navy be 
directed to place the names of Jose} h Morton 
Plummer and Mary Reynolds Plummer upon the 
pension roll at a pay per month amounting to 
one half the sum their father was entitled to, to 
continue for a period of five years, commencing 
on the 9th day of March, 1852. 

Mr. ALLISON. I have but a word or two to 


say in relation to this bill. 
Several Members. There 
Mr. ALLISON. As 
position to put the bill upon its passage, | will 
make that motion, and call 
Mr.ORR. [hope the gentleman will say some- 
thing in explanation of it 
Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw my motien, then, 
for the purpose of making a statement. Captain 
Plummer was on officer in the Army of the United 
States, and served with gallantry and bravery in 
the Florida war, and also in the Mexican war, tn 
which latter service he contracted aA disease whi h 
terminated his life a few years ago. An applica- 
tion was afterwards made to the present Congress 
for a pension for his widow,and while that appli- 
cation was pending in the Senate, the widow died, 
leaving two children, in poverty 
One of them is an infant, as I am told by my 
friend from Maryland, [Mr. Evans,] who under- 
stands this case much betterthan Ido. After the 
widow’s death, a was In th 
and the names of the surviving children subst 
tuted in the place of that of the original ay 
the moth and that is the bill which is now before 
you for considsration. 


Is No oecasion for it. 


there seems to bea dis- 


the previous question. 


and destitution. 


chan made 


ge 


pplicant, 


er, 


Several Voices. Let us pass it. That is 
enough. 
Mr. ALLISON. Then I move the previous 


question upon its passage. 
The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 
The bill was then read a third time and passed. 
Mr. ALLISON 


last taken, and also moved that the 


moved to reconsider the vote 


motion to re- 
consider be laid upon the table; which latter mo- 


tion was arreed to, 
OBITUARY NOTICES HENRY 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. | a 
privileged question. The tee on Printing 
have instructed me to report the resolution which 
I send to the Clerk’s table. 
The resolution was as follows: 


OF CLAY. 


rise to 


Commit 


Resolved, That the C of the House on Printing 
be directed to cause to be published ten thousand additional 
copies of the proceedings of the Senate and H anid 
obituary notices upon the death of Henry Clay 


Mr. STANTON. 
upon that resolution. 

Several Voices. There is no necessity 
ing anything. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution, and it was agreed to. 

LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I move that the House 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, in order to take up House 
bill No. 312, making appropriations for light- 


providing for 


mmmittes 


Ise, 
I have but very little to say 


of say- 


re- 


houses, light-boats, buoys, &c., and | 
of the same, and 


y de- 


the erection and establishment 
for other purposes. The claims of humanit 
mand that it s! ould be passed. 

My. STANTON, of Ohio. 
batable ? 


The SPEAKER. 


Is that motion de- 


It is not. 
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The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to; there being, on a division—ayes 
90, noes not counted. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Venasce in the chair. ) 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, there is one 
more appropriation bill reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, which I hope the 
House will take up and dispose of at this time. 

Mr. STUART. I rise to a question of order. 
By the courtesy of this House, [| submit that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Duncan] is 
entitled to the floor, he having made the motion to 
go into committee, for the purpose of taking up 
the light-house bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


’ 
tleman’s 


Itis very clear that the ven- 
point is nota point of order; but, if the 
gentleman desires the floor upon the ground of 
courtesy, I yield it to him. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I move that the committee 
take up House bill No. 312, making appropriation 
for light-houses, &c. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
acreed to, there being, on a division—ayes 96, noes 
not count ed. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Iwill not occupy the atten- 
tion of the committee, at this period of the ses- 
sion, by any extended remarks; but will simply 
state, that the appropriations in this bill have re- 
ceived the careful attention of the Committee on 
Commerce; that the bill is moderate in amount, 
as compared with some bills of this character 
which have been passed within a few years. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman give 
way until the bill shall have been read ? 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I move that 
the House dispense with the first reading of the 
bill. 

‘The question was taken on the motion, and it 
was agreed to. 

The Clerk then read the first section of the bill, 
upon its second reading. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I simply propose to say, that 
these appropriations are made upon petitions and 
recommendations from the proper authorities, and 
upon the suggestions of the Light-house Board, 


and of the Commissioner on Light-houses, and ! 


from information obtained from the Coast Survey. 
The result is, the bill which the committee have 
now presented to the consideration of the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. HOUSTON. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Duncan,] [ 
would inquire if this is the last reading of the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is the last reading by 
sections. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. It occurs to me that the first 
clause of the bill, if I understand it right, is in- 
tended not to let the appropriation that has been 
made for the light-houses fall into the surplus fund 
at any time, 

Mr. EVANS 
AGAIN. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My object is to call the at- 
tention of the committee to that point. It occurs 
to me if there is any defect in the law now, it 
exists in regard to this very item. The practice 
of the Government has been, in my opinion, very 
improper for a number of years, because it has 
not rigidly and strictly administered the law, in 
regard to the surplus fund. They have not re- 
quired the surplus moneys to be carried into the 
surplus fund, where Congress can get a kuowl- 

edge of them; and it seems to me that this clause 
makes the matter infinitely worse, for it proposes 
that the moneys appropriated for these purposes, 
shall not go back to the surplus fund in conform- 
ity to the law, which says that after money has 
been lying two years idle and unused ut der an 
appropriation, it shall come back into the Treas- 
ury. 

Mr. DUNCAN, I believe that clause of the 
bill is not liable to the construction which the gen- 
tleman gives to it, The provision is, that if a good 
title to the land shall not be acquired by cession, 
that the appropriation shall not fall into the sur- 
plus fund, until two years, after the first meeting 
of the Legislature of any State in which such lands 
may be situated, subsequent to the passage of this 
act. 


Mr. HOUSTON, 


We will have the clause read 


I read the clause rather hast- 


ily, but the objection holds nevertheless. The 
law now is, that if an appropriation of money is 


made for any object, and is not used for two years 
after being appropriated, it then goes back’ into 
the Treasury. Now, this bill proposes that all 
appropriations made for purchasing sites for light- 
house 3, Shall not be subject to the law creating the 
surp lus fund; and that the money shal! remain out 
not only a year, but two years after the Legisla- 
ture of a State meets, in which the lands proposed 
to be purchased shall lie. It seems to me that 
section of the bill is wrong in this respect. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I think the gentleman some- 
what misapprehends the meaning of the section. 
As the law now stands, moneys appropri ated and 
not applied within two years go into the surplus 
fund. If a title to land cannot be obtained, the 
provision of this section is, as I understand, that 
the money shall not fall into the surplus fund until 
two years after the first meeting of the Legisla- 
ture of the State in which the land may be situated. 
At any rate, it is a copy of the identical provision 
of acts which have passed Congress for successive 
years. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the objection. It 
keeps the money out of the Treasury four years 
at the shortest, instead of two. 5 , 

Mr. DUNCAN. The money is never drawn 
from the ‘Treasury. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is appropriated. The 
mistake is in their saying they do not take it out 
of the Treasury. T he appropri ation act takes the 
money out of the Treasury. It puts it where the 
law considers it out of the Treasury. The law 
in regard to the surplus fund requires that if an 
appropriation remains in that condition two years, 
it shall wo back into the Treasury. 

Mr. EVANS made some remarks in favor of a 
reform of the light-house system, (which will be 
found in the Appendix,) and gave notice of an 
amendment which he intended to offer with the 
view to that object. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I move the committee take a 
recess till seven o’clock. 

Mr. POLK. I move that the committee do now 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, thec hairman (Mr. Ven- 
ABLE) reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, 
had the Union generally under consideration, and 
especially House bill No. 312, making appropri- 
ations for light-houses, light-boats, buoys, &c. 
and providing for the erection and establishment of 
the same, and for other purposes, and had come to 
no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Iask the unanimous 
consent of the House to offer the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund 
of the House to the widow of its late Clerk, Thomas J. 
Campbell, a sum equal to the salary of the said Clerk, reck- 
oned from the time of his death to the close of the session 
of Congress during which he died. 


Mr. EDGERTON. 

Mr. HAMILTON, 
now adjourn. 

Mr. WILDRICK. Lask the gentleman to give 
way to enable me to make a report from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I will withdraw the mo- 
tion for that purpose. 

Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the fol- 
lowing bills: 


I object. 
I move that the House do 


A bill for the relief of John A. McGaw, of New | 


York; 

A bill for the relief of William P. Green; 

A bill confirming to the State of Michigan cer- 
tain lands granted for saline purposes; and 

A bill granting a pension to Seles LeRoy; which 


| several bills received the signature of the Speaker. 


The House then adjourned till to-morrow at 
eleven o’clock, a. m. 
PETITIONS. 
The following petitions were presented under the rule, 
and referred to the appropriate committees : 


By Mr. MeNAIR: The petition of C. W. Werand and 
63 others, citizens of Lehigh county, in the State of Penn- 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, Jugust 24, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Buruer. 


Mr. HALE. I understand there is a Journal 
this morning of twenty pages, consisting mostly of 
yeas and nays. I move to dispense with the read- 
ing of it. 

The PRESIDENT. If such is the pleasure of 
the Senate, the reading will be dispensed with. 

Mr. MASON. Although the remota may be 
long, I think it should be read. I object to dis- 
pensing with the reading. 

The Journal was then read. 


Mr. HUNTER. I wish merely to say that 
after half an hour has been given to the morning 
business and reports, I shall move to take up the 
civil and diplomatic bill. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, a report relative to the Tulare Valley, made 
by Lieuten: ant Derby; which was, on the motion 
of Mr. We tier, ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 


FLORIDA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 


Mr. MORTON. I desire to present a commu- 
nication from the Hon. David L. Yulee, addressed 
to the Senate of the United States, which | ask 
may be read. 

The Secretary commenced the reading of the 
communication, but was interrupted by 

Mr. BADGER, who said: As the gentleman 
who writes that letter is entering into a discussion 
of the subject-matter of the report of the commit- 
tee, and as that subject is not now before the Sen- 
ate, I think it is very unnecessary that our time 
should be saan by reading it. The letter 
commences with an application to the Senate to 
be allowed to be heard in person when we shall 
proceed to the consideration of the subject. Then 
immediately follows an argument for the purpose 
of showing that the report of the committee is 
wrong in point of fact, and in point of the con- 
struction of the law. Now, if we choose, we might 
say with great propriety that the Senate are per- 
fectly willing either to hear the gentleman speak 
his argument, or to hear him read it. Yet I do not 
think, at this late period of the session, that we 
ought to do more. I therefore move that the fur- 
ther reading of the communication be dispensed 
with, and that it be ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

Mr. MORTON. I hope the motion will not 
prevail. I think it is due to the courtesy which 
should be extended to my late colleague, that the 
communication should be read. It is not very long. 
It is addressed to the Senate, and should be read, 
at least. His object is that it should go upon the 
Journal, and be published with the proceedings of 
the Senate, Whilst we are discussing the propriety 
of it, the reading of it might be concluded. 

The PRESIDENT. It will not go upon the 
Journal, as the Senator supposes, if it is read. 

Mr. MORTON. It will be reported and go 
into the papers. I hope the reading will be pro- 
ceeded with. 

Several Senators. ‘* Let it be read.” 

Mr. Bapcer’s motion was not pressed, and the 
Secretary concluded the reading of the communi- 


| cation. 


} 
if 


sylvania, praying for a mail route from Allentown to Potts- | 


town, in said State. 

By Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Samuel 
Freichler and others, citizens of Berks county, Pennsylva- 
nia, praying for a mail route from Allentown to Pottstown, 
in said State. 


| 


i 


Mr. BADGER. As the paper has been read, 
and has been heard by nobody in the Senate, 
which I expected to be the case, I renew the motion 
that it lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. ADAMS. | ask a division of the question. 
I am willing to vote to lay it on the table, but not 
to print it. 

The PRESIDENT. It lies on the table, asa 
matter of course. The question of printing goes 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope there will be no objec- 
tion to the printing of it. ' 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
it will be ordered to be printed without reference 
to the Committee on Printing. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. MORTON. I beg leave, in this connec- 
tion, to submit the following resolution, which I 
ask may be considered at this time: 

Resolved, That the Hon. D. L. Youre, who eontests the 








a 
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seat of the Hon. 8S. R. Matrory, have leave to be heard i® 
person at the bar of the Senate. 


Mr. BADGER, 
on the table. 

Mr. MORTON. 
not debatable; but I ask the Senator, as a cour- 
tesy to me, standing here in the advocacy of the 
richts ef ene of my constituents, not to press the 
motion. The object which the resolution pro- 
poses kas never been withheld from any contestant 
for a seat in the Congress of the United States. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, nobody has 
proposed to refuse the privilege; not at all. We 
lav not yet determined the time when and how, 


or where we will take up the report of the com- | 


mittee on the subject. 

The PRESIDENT. 
and made the special order for twelve o’clock on 
Thursday next. 

Mr. MORTON. I have no objection to laying 
the resolution on the table, with the understanding 
that the Senator from North Carolina will call it 
up at the proper time, 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly 1 will. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of the city and county of Philadelphia, praying 
that the bill requiring the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to deposit with the State the fourth instali- 
ment of the deposits of the public moneys, dtrect- 
ed te be made by the act of 23d June, 1836, may 
become a law; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. CASS presented a memorial of citizens of 
Frederick county, Maryland, praying that the 
homestead bill may becomea law; which was 
erdered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FISH submitted additional documents in 
relation to the claim of C. L. Williamson to a 
pension; which were referred to the Cominittee on 
Pensions. 

Also, resolutions passed at a meeting of the 
veteran corps of 1812, held in the city of New 
York, remonstrating against the passage of the 
homestead bill; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. MASON presented a petition of armorers 
and artisans employed in the armory at Harper’s 
Ferry, praying that the appropriations for the 
manufacture of arms may not be reduced; which 


I move that the resolution lie 


That motion, I presume, is | 


It has been postponed, | 


was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. | 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill granting 
bounty land to certain officers, seamen, and others 
who have been engaged in the naval service of the 
United States, reported it withoutamendment, and 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BADGER, frem the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred a bill for the relief 
of the sureties of Robert S. Moore, deceased, late 
a purser in the United States Navy, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for their relief; 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. * 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was referred the memorial of 


Roger Pinckney and Susannah Hayne Pinckney, | 


asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions; which was agreed to. 
APPRAISEMENT OF MERCHANDISE. 
Mr. HUNTER. The Committee on Finance, 


to which were referred a bill amendatory of the | 
several acts regulating the appraisement of im- | 


ported merchandise, and the more effectually to 


prevent frauds against the revenue, and for other | 


purposes; and a bill amendatory of the several | 


acts regulating the appraisement of imported mer- 
chandise, and the more effectually to prevent 
frauds against the revenue, and for other pur- 

oses; one introduced by the Senator from New 
Tarabe, (Mr. Srockxron,] and the other by the 
Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. James,] have 
instructed me to report back the same, with a rec- 
ommendation that the consideration of the subject 


be postponed until the next session of Congress, | 
as they have not had time to bestow that atten- | 


tion to the subject which it deserves. They have 
determined that there was no time to examine it 


| 
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properly; therefore, that its consideration should 
be postponed till next session. 

he PRESIDEN r. That question will come 
up when the bills are taken up. 


FLORIDA CONTESTED ELECTION. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Printing, 
to which were referred the additional papers re- 
lating to the contested election of Senator from the 
State of Florida, have directed me to report back 
the same, and ask to be discharged from their 
further consideration. It is a question which 
does not belong to the Printing Committee. They 
are not raised for the purpose of supervising the 
concerns of other committees. The Select Com- 
mittee on the Contested Election have had the pa- 
pers under consideration, and recommended their 
printing. By discharging the Printing Commit- 
tee, that question will come before the Senate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. IL hope that will be considered 
now. There will be no objection whatever to the 
printing of the papers. 

The motion to discharge the Committee on 
Printing from the further consideration of the pa- 
pers was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, it was 

Ordered, That the papers be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that one thousand ad- 
ditional copies of the same be printed. 

The PRESIDENT. That motion will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the vacancy in the Board of Re 
the Sinithsonian Institution, occasioned by the resignation 
of the Hon. Jefferson Davis, be filled by the President of 
the Senate. 

POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The biil from the House of Representatives, re- 
ceived yesterday, making appropriations for the 
service of the Post Office Department, during the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1853, was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


THE MEXICAN BOUNDARY 

Mr. WELLER. 
tion. Upon Tuesday last the resolution which I 
had offered in the month of June, appointing a 
select committee to investigate the charges pre- 
ferred by Colonel McClellan against the United 
States Boundary Commissioner, was adopted. 
Immediately after its adoption | was compelled to 
leave the city. On my return I learned that upon 
that day, after I had left, the Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. Bapcer] moved to reconsider that 
motion. ‘This question is still before the Senate. 
I said then that | was exceedingly anxious to have 
the Committee appointed, and because of that 
anxiety, I was unwilling to enter into a discussion 
by way of reply to the voluminous, and | might 
add, unfair speech of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, [Mr. Cuarxke.] Sir, that Senator, in the 
course of his speech, made charges against Colonel 
McClellan of various crimes, amongst others, 
subornation of perjury. That officer occupies a 
high rank not only in the Army of the United 
States, but in the social circle with which he is 
connected. It is due to him that he should have 
an opportunity of showing to the world not only 
that the charges against him are unfounded, but 
that those which he has preferred against the Com- 
missioner are true, and can be sustained by legal 
testimony. I undertake to say that if the com- 
mittee had been thus appointed, and an oppor- 
tunity given to take the testimony of witnesses 
who were about to leave the country, and whose 
testimony they may not now be able to obtain, 
Colonel McClellan would have been able to show 


gents of 


COMMISSION. 


that the Commissioner has been guilty of some of 


the offenses charged against him, and that the as- 
| persions cast upon his character by the Senator 
| from Rhode Island are wholly anfounded. Now, I 
| desire that the Senate shall act distinctly upon that 
question. An officer ranking high in his corps is 
charged with infamous crimes, and justice demands 
that a full investigation should be had. More 
than five months ago I offered a resolution in this 
Senate calling upon the Secretary of the Interior 
to inform the Senate what had been done with the 

25,000 which Congress appropriated to prose- 
cute the Mexican Boundary Commission. To 


| this day he refuses to jet this Senate know what | 


I rise toa privileged ques- | 
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has been done with a dollar of that money! Can 
this most extraordinary conduct, in refusing to let 
the public know how their money has been ex- 
vended, be justified ? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will be under 
the necessity of informing the Senator that this dis- 
cussion is not 


in order upon the motion to take 
up the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was ad ypted. 

Mr. WELLER. I will then fer the present 
content myself with asking the Senate to take up 
that motion. If it prevails, Ido not intend, nor 
do I desire to go into a discussion unless the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island and in that 
event I have no objection to meeting him. 


desires it, 
I move therefore to take from the table the mo- 
tion to reconsider by which the resolution: was 
adopted. , 

Mr. HUNTER. Itis 
into these inquiries and investigations, we shall 
have no time in which to consider the appropria- 
tien bills. Iam sorry to resist the motion, but I 
cannot agree to anything but 
being considered now. I merely avreed lo waive 
my motion to take up the civil and diplomatic bill 
until twelve o’clock, for the purpose of receiving 
reports. reas 

The PRESIDENT. The proposition is to take 
up the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was adopted. Until 
taken up, the subject is not open to discussion. 

Mr. CLARKE. The honorable 
California, in calling up that motion, has entered 


obvious that 1f we enter 


morning business 


hat question be 
Senator from 


somewhat into the subject. 
The PRESIDENT. 
Mr. CLARKE. 


session, intend to go into the merits of this con- 


That is very true. 


I do not, at this stage of the 


troversy. I thought they had been fully sone 
into once before In the discussion which took 
place at that time, the Senator from California 


took occasion to correct me in regard to his own 
He disavowed that he a public 
prosecutor, and he did not intend to be placed by 
me in that posiuon. In all courtesy, I withdraw 
anything which could imply that the 
from California was himself personally interested. 
He disavowed having anything to do with the 
except so far a 


position. was 


Senator 


to the charges which 
had been made against Mr. Bartlett by Colonel 
MeClellan had been 


resolution 


question 
| roduced before the Senate 


introduced by him. He con- 
fined himself to these charges. I confined myself 
in reply to them, and to charges made arainst 
Colonel McClellan. 

It is due to my honorable friend from North 
Carolina [Mr. Bapncer] that I should state to the 
Senate that on the day upon which this resolution 
was called up by the Senator from California, I 
was within the walls of the Capitol in an ante- 
chamber, attending to my duties as a member 
of the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
When I came into the Senate I found that the 
resolution had been called up in my absence, and 
the committee ordered to be appointed by the 
Chatr. 
fornia that I regretted it had been taken up during 
my absence; I regretted that it had been adopted; 
and £ then gave notice, as he will remember, no 
doubt, that | should procure some It iend who was 
in the Chamber, to move a reconsideration of the 
The honorable Senator told me that he 


upon a 


I said to the honorable Senator from Cali- 


question. 
was to leave in the afternoon on a political mission 
at the North. I told him then again that I should 
be compelled to get some friend to move the re- 
It was not done without courtesy 
to the honorable Senator, and it has laid on the 
table waiting for his return. 
want of courtesy on my part towar Is the honor- 
able Senator, nor shall there be. Inreg 
charges which have been made, until the 
tion is taken up for consideration, it would be 
improper for me to go into them. I hold here the 
charges and the evidence, and if there Is any in- 
vestigation to take place which the Senate should 
deem necessary 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
the Senator that it will not be in order to go into 
the subject. 

Mr. CLARKE. I have made this explanation 
simply for the purpose of showing why my hon- 
orable friend from North Carolina made the mo- 
tion to reconsider. 

The PRESIDENT. Remarks upon the subject- 


matter of the resolution are out of order at this 


consideration. 
There has been no 


| } 
ird to the 


resoiu- 





State to 
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The Senator from California makes a prop- 
r e motion to reco der if 
} , | It Will tien in orde 
é of the que n 
\) CLAR t | nit t tw: r 
VW if i | } n yea ud \ ( 
1 VASON | t the Senate + ] ee to 
f , ,and refuse to reconsider the resolu- 
> that the ommittee may be appointed. It 
e ( nev important matters that can be 
} eu 
] ADAMS Is the questior debatable ? 
brie | RI IDEN oe Ihe guestion ¢« mot lye 
ed until the reso t ken up 
ir. SHIELDS. Ia whether the object is 
( e the resoiuti ind oc ry the time of 
i ‘ il¢ 
M WELLER ‘\ I de ned to de 
bate it the other Ly 
Ihe Vy ere ind s were ordered: and é , 
t I ilted \ 31, nays 18: as follo 
\ M ‘ | r. Bayard. Borland. 
i if Bi t. Rradhead, Brooke Ruther, Cass, Charl 
ton. De Saussure Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, 
1} , Dows eich, Geyer, Gwin, Hamlin, Houst 
} Vi n. Me vet r, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Sto 
1 i ev, Vi r d Weller—il 
VAY Mie t Bell, Clarke Davis, Dawson, Fist 
il lant Jam Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, 
M Pratt, Sirith, Spruance, Sumner, Um 1, Up 
f Wa i 
} ‘ | 
so the mot to take up the motion to recen- 


WA urreed to, 

Che motion to reconsider was then rejected. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A. messare fi my the House of Representatives 
W received by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
at it had passed the following bills fromthe 

\ bill for the relief of Emily H. Plammer and 
Very Reynolds Plummer. 

Also, that it had pa: \ppropri- 


— 
the transportation of the I nited State 


ed a billmaku 


mail by ocean steamers, and otherwise, during the 
year ending the 20th of June, 1853. 


WHEELING BRIDGE. 


M BADGER Lam directed by the Commit- 
tee ne Judioary to report to the senate the 
{ 1 the House of Representatives, entitled 
‘An act de i the Wheeling Bridge a lawful 
ks re, and for other purposes,’’ without 
nmendment, and wi h recommendation that the 
do pa fn reporting this bill to the Senute 


, 
| desire, as it is impossiblethatthe committee can 


i ea written rt on the subject at this time, 
make a very brief statement for the purpose of 
t mistake with regard to the nature of 
‘ t nen ire 
lt has | n supposed that the intention ai 1 pur- 


port of the bill, and of those who have moved or 


reported it, o exercise, or draw to Conecress, 
101 revising power over the adjudications of the 
, reme Court, and that the purpose of the bill 
is 1 some way or other to overrule, or mod ty, o1 
‘ trol the } uflgment of that tribunal I wish to 
' e i . baba rales my hit 

V i this 18 a total misiake. he Olli pro- 
cet | ; and the ection of the committee in his 
| } j 


body proceeds, upon the supposition that the 


altogwether right. We propose to 
exercise our legislative functions, as the court dis- 

reed its judicial functions; and the provisions 
of the bill are intended to accomplish this object: 
That if there be anything in any law,or laws, 
passed by Congress, which makes this Wheeling 
Bridge a nuisance,and as such, liable to be abated; 
or, if there be any privilege induced under an act 


‘ P \ 
of Coneress, in consequence of which it becomes 


nuisance, and liable to be aba ed, the bill pro- 


esx to put the effect of such laws out of the way 


t en the boil , in the second place, proposes to 
ce the bridge a public highway, and to require 


vessels that are navigating the stream to conform 
the elevation of their chimneys to the heicht of the 
bridge, in the exercise of our undoubted right to 


regulate and control the commerce of the river. 


It is proner, also, and I do it at the instance of 
every member of the committee, to take notice of 


iother thing. Some of the memorials which 
have been presented upon this subject, and some 
. 


of the papers which we have seen elsewhere, in 
reference to this subject—arguments and discus- 

ons upon t—have indulged in expressions to- 
wards the hich tribunal by which this case was 





decided, calculated to be disrespectful eitherto the 


earniig, Or jatelugence, or impartiality of tl 

ee I de eto say,on behalf of myself and 

every oOtlner 1 mber of the committee, that we 
. > , * et } Vy 

yimpathize not With any such expressions. We 


concur in no shape rr sense with tnem. We loo 
upon them as highly im roper and indecoré 


i 


and we deem them as unjust, rnovidious, and im- 





[he action which the Senate committee 
have taken on the bill, is founded upon the prin- 
» which | have stated. In the exercise of our 
isialtive power, we think it rignt to put OUul ol 
ie way any legislation of Congress in virtue of 
vhich jt becomes necessary to put down th 
ructure, Which 8 not only most useful to the 
country, but an honor to the age and the land in 
which we live. 
Mr. President, this bill has been read twice, and 


ils 


referred to the committee. ‘Ihe sessionis drawin 


toacilose. If itis to beacted upon atall, we have 
very little time now to dispose of it. 1 look upon 
il,and so du the commitiee, as a measure of the 


' ' 
Very highest Importance to the country, and i 


move, theretore, tha tive Dill be taken up 


! lered no 

7 , Pe | ’ o} 1 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I ask the indulgence « 
the mpenats LO mak cre remark mn th Sub je . 


the Senator from North Carolina has been permiit- 
tea to n ke a verbal report. I do not connect 


expressed by that Senator. He says! 


does not desi and the committee do not desirt i 
y this report, to callin question the correctness « 
the decision of the Supreme Court; but the desig: 


of that bill is to prevent the execuuon and carry 
ing into effect of that judgment. ; 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator will suspe) 
his remarks until the Senate declare whether they 
will consider the bill at this time. It being a 
House bill, and having been read twice, It is wit! 
the power ¢ f a majority of the Senate totake itt 
at this time. ‘ : 

Mr. MASON. I presume the Senate are aware 

: f ¢ 


that if the bill is not passed this session, it will be 


too late to pass itat all. Unless it is passed, it 
will brine the States of Ohio and Virginia in col- 
lision with the Supreme Court, or else the bride 


It is, therefore, essentially nece 
try that the bill should be considered this ses- 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to take the bill up. 
Mr. DAVIS. IL wish the Senator would 


; ‘ 
pone his motion to take up the bill until some 
( 


po . 
more 
onvenient time. I wantto go on with the river 
and harbor bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GW IN. [ “certainly cannot vote to take 
up any bi | to s ipersede the civil and diplom tic 
py priation bill. J hope we will take that up 
first, and go on with it. 1 am } erfectly willing to 


let this other 





lh ve an Opportunity of being con- 

sidered this session, if we can. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I would say that my col- 
ce. lee 


watt . ae 
lencue, | Vir. Cor PER,| Who feels a deep interest 





t 


n this question, 1s absent from the S 


enate, I 

therefore would prefer that it should go over until 

he returns, which will be to-morrow morning. 
Mr. BORLAND. 
The P 


tr. President- 
RESIDENT. The question is not de- 





patavie. 

Mr. BORLAND. The question is on taking 
up the bill for consideration. Heretofore that has 
been considered debatable. 

The PRESIDENT.  Itis notin order to go into 


the discussion of the merits of the case. 


Mr. BORLAND. Ido not desire to do that; 


but simply to state the reasons for my vote. I am 
in favor of this bill, and shall vote for it; but I 
shall vote against taking it up for the reasons 
stated by the Senator from Pennsylvania, which | 
think are entirely satisfactory. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I hope my friend from North 
Carolina will withdraw his motion. 

Mr. BADGER. I never wish to have the ap- 
pearance of being obstinate. I shall withdraw the 
motion, but at the same time | wish to say that the 
gentleman at whose instance I have withdrawn it, 
may take the responsibility of losing this great 
work to the country. 

Mr. MASON. I presume the motion cannot 
be withdrawn by the Senator, the yeas and nays 
having been ordered. . ; 


The PRESIDENT. A single objection cannot 


prevent it being withdrawn, even after the yeas 
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A st 24 
August 24, 
and nays have been ordered. A majority of the 
late can authorize it to be withdrawn. 
Mr. MASON, I object to its being withdrawn, 
und, if it j necessary, let the vote be taken upon 
horizi itto be withdrawn. ; 


The PRESIDENT. The question will then ! 


ti Oe 

ier the Senate will authonze the Senator fy 
North Carolina to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. BADGER. We can decide the question 

as well upon the motion itself, as upon the ques- 


tion to withdraw. I therefore persist in my mo- 


mm 


tion, and desire to have the vote taken upon it, 

Mr. HALE. I shall vote to take up this bill. 
I shall not occupy more than a minute of the time 
f Senate; but I shall say a great deal in that 
time. lam going to vote to take it up, because 
havea private bill which passed the Senate this 


, 


session and the last, and | can possibly see no 


the 





y of getting it passed through both 
Liouses, than by putting it as an amendment to 


up. 
| 
Che question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted—yeas 21, nays 33; as follows: 
Y EAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Brooke, 


Dawson, De Saussure, Downs, Hale, Houston, Hunter, 
Jones of Tennessee, Mangum, Mason, Meriwether. Mor 
ton, Pearee, Pratt, Rusk, Shields, and Weiler—21. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, 

Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Charlton, Chase, Clark, Davis, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of fowa, Douglas, FPeleh, Fish 
loot, Geyer, Gwin, Hamlin, Jones of Lowa, King, Mill 

eward, Smith, Soulé, Spruanee, Stockton, Sumner, Tou 
cey, Underwood, Upham, and Wade—33. 


So the Senate refused to take up the bill for 
consideration. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 move to postpone all prior 
orders for the purpose of taking up the civil and 
diplomatic bill. 

Mr. DAVIS. I would suggest to my friend 
from Virginia, that we can make but little advance 
upon that bill this morning, if it is taken up, as it 
is nearly one o’clock. If he will permitus to take 
up the river and harbor bill at this time, we will 
do our best to finish it this day. 

Mr. HHUNTER. I believe we shall save time, 
if we will go on with the civil and diplomatic bill. 
We can dispose of many amendments which will 
vive rise to no debate. If the Senator will allow 
us to go on with it till one o’clock, when it will 
give way, he will have less speaking on his bill. 

Mr. CLARKE. I would say that the residue 
of the amendments from the committee to the 
civil and diplomatic bill—one of them at least— 
vill consume time in discussion. I appeal to my 
friend from Virginia whether he had not better let 
itgo over till to-morrow morning, when we will 
probably be able to give it the whole day. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have other amendments to 
report to the Senate, which I propose to take up, 
and which will give rise to no debate. I think 
we will be able to dispose of several. 

‘The motion was agreed to, and the Senate re- 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 
sideration of the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives ‘* making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1853, and for 
other purposes.” 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
strike out of the clause relating to the increase in 
the compensation of clerks, the following: 

Resolved further, That the provisions of this section shall? 
not apply to any person whose salary has been inereased 
at the present session of Congress. 

Mr. HUNTER. The committee recommend 
the striking out of that proviso, because it was 
found that it would lead to embarrassment. A 
good many clerks have had their salaries raised 
jusc a little above $1,200,and who would not have 
the benefit of the increase with it in. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert, in place of the foregoing proviso, the fol- 
lowing: 

Provided further, That the increase of salary given by 
this section shall not extend beyond the present fiscal year 
without further legislation. 

Mr. GEYER. I would suggest to the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance that under that 
the increase of the salary will expire when Con- 
eress will not be in session, and the clerks wil! be 
without the increase until Congress provides for 
them. 





1852. _— 


Mr. HUN’ TER. 


We will be in session again 

before it expires. The proviso is, that the in- 

crease shall not extend beyond the present fiscal 

year without further legislation. We will be in 

session next year, when we expect to have a 

scheme before us fora reorganization of theclerks. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. The Committee on Finance 
have, in pursuance of estimates, directed me to 
propose various other amendments, which | will 
submit before we go on with some which were 
wreviously reported, and which will lead to debate. 

The PRESIDENT. Thatcan only be done by 
unanimous consent, as the amendments which 
were reported with the bill have not been gone 
through. 

Mr. HUI 
will be given. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BORLAND. I desireto call the attention 
of the Senate to a part of the bill upon which we 
have just acted. 1 wish to make a suggestion for 
the purpose of perfecting the amendment with 
regard to the compensation of clerks. The clause 
provides that the increased compensation shall 
commence ‘* from the first day ‘of the present 
fiscal year.”” 1 would ask the Senator from Vir- 
ginia if he would not be willing to change that, 
for reasons which [ will suggest to him presently, 
and make it for the last year? 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator’s proposition 
will not be in order at the present time. It willbe 
in order when the amendments of the committee 
shall have been disposed of. 

Mr. BORLAND. I thought I would make the 
suggestion while the subject was before the Sen- 
ate, and before they passed to anything else. 

Mr. HUNTER. The first amendment which 
I propose is to insert in the proper place in the bill 
the following: 


NTER. 


I hope unanimous consent 


For compensation of Senators, members of the House 
of Representatives, and Delegates, : 350,000. 

That is in pursuance of estimate sent up from 
the House of Representatives. The session is 
prolonged beyond the:period for which the esti- 
mate was first made. ‘They want about $45,000, 
which leaves $5,000 for the Senate. That sum 
will probably accomplish the purposes of both 
Houses. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. The next is to insert at the 
end of the appropriations, for the legislative de- 
partment, the following: 


For the publication of the Jefferson Papers, under the 
direction of the Library Committee, in addition to the bal- 
ance of an Unexpended appropriation, $3,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. The next is in the following 
clause, relating to the office of the Solicitor of the 
Treasury: 


** For fuel, watching, and miscellaneous items for the 
same, $2,500.” 
—to strike out ‘* $2,500,’’ and insert ** $4,000.”’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. The next is to add to the fol- 
lowing clause, under the head of the Navy De- 
partment— 


‘* For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, $7,300? 


—the following: 


Provided, That no provision in the fourth section of the 
act entitled “ An act to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the fiscal year ending 30th June, 
1852,’’ shall be so construed as to prevent the payment of 
salaries of the clerks in accordance with the estimate for 
said bureau of 5th October, 1850. 

This change was made according to that esti- 
mate originally for the purpose of ‘increasing the 
salaries in the office a little. A provision was in- 
troduced into the defieiency bill of this session 
which makes it doubtful whether they can receive 
them. This is merely to declare that it was not 
designed by that act not to give them. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. The next amendment is in 
the following clause: 


** For additional salaries of the treasurer of the Mint at 
Philadelphia, of $1,000, and of the treasurer of the branch 
Mint at New Orleans, of $500, 31,560,” 


—to insert after ** for’’ the words: 


‘The compensation of the treasurer of the branch Mint 
at San Francisco, California, #4,500, 





—and strike out ** $1,500”’ 


|} Survey 
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and insert ** 6,000.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


clause: 


The next is in the following 


** For salaries of ten additional clerks, authorized 
acts of August 6, 1846, and August 12, 1848, $9,600,” 


$9,600” 


iby the 


ee 


—to strike out and add 


the following: 


to the clause, 


And a clerk tor the treasurer of the branch Mint 
Francisco, California, at a salary of $2,500, $12,100. 


at San 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


lowing in the bill: 


vers . : » 
Fhe nextis to insert the fol- 

For contingent expenses in California, under the act, for 
the saie-Keeping, collecting, transfer, and disbursement of 
the public revenue, of 6th August, 1646, y1J,0u00. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. The next is to strike out 
6° $5,000” and insert ** $7,00U0”’ in the following 
clause: 


*- For compensation to special agents to examine the 
accounts, on hi sid im the several depositories, 
uuder the act of August 6th, 1846, 00.?? 


books, 
aud moue 7 

The amendment of the committee was agreed 
to. 

Mr. HUNTER. The next is to add to the 
clause making an appropriation to continue the 
y of the western coast of the United States 
the following: 


And the Superintendent of the Coast Survey is hereby 
authorized to extend the reconudissance of the coast of Cal 
iformia south to Cape St. Lucas, provided that no special 


appropriation will be required for such extension, 
‘The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


lowing in the bill: 


The next is to insert the fol- 


For purchasing usite, and ¢ 
at Richmond, Virginia, $100,000 : 
cost of the building and site 


ymnstructing a custom-house 
Provided, That the whole 
shall not exceed slov0,0U0, 

That is 1 pursuance of an estimate from the 
Secretary of am ‘Treasury, who estimates that the 
building could be erected tor $100,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. 


lowing in the bill : 


The next is to insert the fol- 


To enable the Secretary of 
addition to the custom-house at Baltimore, and to repair 
and alter the edifice, $100,000; said sum to cover all ex 
peuses Of purchase, repair, aud improvement. 


the Treasury to purchase an 


That is in pursuance of estimate. An op por- 
tunity 1s afforded now to purchase a portion of 
the building adjoining the present custom-house 
which might not be otiered again. ‘The estimate 
is thought to be a reasonable one, and the Secre- 
tary recommends it. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
outfit of ministers of the United States 
Britain, Prussi: ay and Mexico, $27,000,”’ 
out **$27,00U,”’ and insert : 


see, 


The next is in the clause *‘for 
to Great 
to strike 


Chili, China, and Turkey, $90,000; it being provided 


that hereafter there shall be an envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary to conduct diplomatic relations 
with China and the Ottoman Porte, instead of the commis 
sioners now authorized by law; and the said ministers to 
China and the Ottoman Porte shall be vested with all the 
judicial powers now legally exercise d by the commissioner 
to China and the minister resident at the Ottoman Porte 1 
spectively, and for the periormance of the duties resulting 
theretrom, shall receive no other compensation thav their 
salaries as ministers plenipotentiary 

Mr. CLARKE. I had supposed that the ques- 
tion as to the appropriation for the mission at the 
Ottoman Porte, would have been brought up 
the form in which it passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives. But the amendment introduces an- 
other provision. I have an objection to the pro- 
vision that is now proposed to be made for a full 
mission to China. 

It will be recollected by the Senate, that when 
the treaty was negotiated between this country and 
China, General Cushing went out as Minister Plen- 
ipotentiary and Envoy “Extraordinary to negotiate 
a treaty. It was then deemed sufficient to allow the 
Commissioner $6,000 a year, without any outfit, 
which was adjtidged to be sufficient as ac ompen- 
sation. If my memory serves me right, the first 
commissioner was Mr. Alexander Everett, of 
Massachusetts; a man confessedly of a very high 
mind and character. After some considerable de- 
lay, he arrived at China, where he died soon after 
his arrival. Dr. Parker was appointed secretary 
to the commissioner, at a salary of $2,500 a year. 

| Mr. Everett himself was wholly unacquainted with 
(| the Chinese language, and knew nothing of the 





customs and mam ese, and Dr. Par- 
number of yeais, 


city of a misaionary, and 


ers of the Chin 


>» had resided there for a 
h 


ker, whi 


1 believe, first in the capa 


who obtained great celebrity, and made himself 
acquainted with the Chinese language, was ap- 


pointed secretary, and the duties of the commis- 


sion devolved upon him. I believe after the death 


of Mr. Everett, that an honorable gentleman 
from Indiana, Mr. John W. Davis, whom I do 
not Know personally, but for whom I have a very 
high respect, was appointed commissioner, and 
he deemed it sufficient for him to go ta China with 
the allowance of $6,000 a year. He went there, 
confessedly on his own part, unacquainted with 
the interests and relations between this country 
and China—unacquainted with the manners, lan- 


and customs of the country: 


fectly acquainted with the trade 


ruage, and not per- 


between the two 


countries. He remained there some ume and re- 
turned. The duties of the commission to China 
have been performed by Dr. Parker, secretary to 
the commussion, at a salary of $2,500 a year. 
Except the time that Mr. Davis was there, I be- 
lieve he performed the duties of the whole com- 


mission. 


It is proposed now to raise that commission to 
an equality with the highest minister from this 
country. The bill contains an appropriation of 


$5,000 a year for certain consuls at Kwang Cho 


V's 
Amoy, Fucho, Ning-po, and Shang Hai, and an 


appropriation of $18,000 for the salary and outfit 
for the commissioner to China. It is well known 
that recently a commissioner to that country has 
been nominated by the President, and, as the 


newspapers inform me, confirmed by the Senate. 
I believe the Constitution of the United States, if 
I recollect it aright, prohibits the increasing of the 
salary and compensation of any officer who shall 
be appointed to office during the time of his elec- 
tion to the Congress whic h makes the increased 
eae The clause in the Constitution 
as follows: 

“ No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for 
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office under 
the authority of the United States, which shall! been 


is 


have 


created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been in 
creased during such time; and to person holding any office 
under the United States, shall be a member of ether House 


during his continuance in office.’’ 


I speak from public report when I say that there 
has been re rently a gentleman nominated to the 
commission for China who was elected to the 
present Concress of the United States, whose term 
of service would not, if he had not resigned, | 
expired until the 4th of March next. [ speak from 
public report, when [ say that that nomination has 
been confirmed by the Senate. 


ave 


Ilalso speak from 


public report when I say that that individual has 
resigned his seat inthe House of Representatives. 
An appropriation is now put into this bill for in- 
creasing the compensation of the office to which 
he has been appointed, from $6,000 a year to 
$9,000 a vear, with an outfit of $9,000. I hold 


mpensation to | 


e totally, di- 
rectly, and positively in violation of the provision 
of the Constitution which I have read. I have, 
therefore, an objection to this appropriation apon 
constitutional ground, and I have an 
it upon the ground that the mission to ‘ 
rather, than otherwise, a nominal mis 
that there are no duties to perform. 

I, therefore, 
the cround that it is against the provision of the 
Constitution which | have read. In the second 
[ am opposed to it, because the mission to 


this increase of co 


objection tG 
hina is 
sion, and 
am 0} posed to the provisi 


on, wUpoen 


place, 
China, although it may be considered a diplomatic 
mission,is nota mission which embraces any very 
great diplomatic intercourse with the Chi 
Government. The principe il function of the com- 

mission, if I understand it aright, is to exercise, 

in cases of emergencies, certain judicial powers, 
conferred upon it by treaty. These powers never 
have been exercised; there has n any 
requirement for them and those gentlemen who 
have been there heretofore, have been perfectly 
satisfied with the emolument prescribed by law, 
because the duties of the office have been so light. 
The intercourse between this country and China 
is different from that between country and 
any other on the The Chinese, we all 
know , are a people who keep themselves retired 
within what they c onsider to be their own special 
and Celestial jurisdiction. No foreign minister is 
any further recognized than is necessary, accord- 
ing to the existing treaties, to vive him permission 


nese 


ever been 


| 
this 


4 
Fiovue. 
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to remain there and exercise the duties of his 
commission, according to the treaties made with 
Never, before the execution of the treaty, 
had any officer resided there with any other power 
than that of a consul; and during the whole course 
of my own experience and knowledge of the 
Chinese trade, | believe there never has been, to 
this day, any difficulty experienced with the Chi- 
nese Empire in consequence of having no higher 
oflicer than a consul at Hong Kong. But there 
are consuls provided for in this bill for five places, 
which f haye already named. An appropriation 
of $5,000 is made forthem. The consuls are pro- 
vided for, to be paid out of the Treasury of the 
United States; and the commissioner is to reside, 
I suppose, in China. But the duties of the office 
are very light, indeed. ‘There are no diplomatic 
relations, no intercourse whatever, except that of 
commerce, which is taken care of by the chargés 
in other countries, unless where very considerable 
and important diplomatic relations exist. 


. 
China. 


Upon the ground, therefore, that such a minis- 
ter as is at the Court of St. James—such a minis- 
ter as is at the Court of St. Cloud—such a minis 
ter as is at Brazil—such a minister as is in a full 
mission to any important Empire or Government 
with whom we have diplomatic relations, requires 
totally distinct talents from that of the minister 
to China—upon this ground, I say, and upon that 
of the unconstitutionality of the provision increas- 
ing the salary, I object to it. 

Mr. PEARCE. ‘1 do not know that the office 
of commissioner to China was ever created by 
act of Congre I think that in 1842, Congress 
voted the sum of $40,000, which was placed at the 
disposal of the President of the United States, to 
en ible 
China. Under the general authority thus given, 
the President sent out to that ec yuntry, Mr. Cush- 
ing as Minister Plenipotentiary and Commissioner, 
whose salary was, by the terms of the law, not to 
exceed $9,000, | esides outfit. 


him to open diplomatic relations with 


Subsequently, by 
our appropriation acts, we appropriated $5,000 
for the salary of a commissioner to China, and so 
far only can the office of commissioner to China 
be said to have been created by law. 

The committee supposed that the provision of 
the Llouse of Representatives in this bill, for an 
outfit of $9,000 tor the commissioner to China, 
might conflict with the provision of the Constitu- 
tion mentioned by the Senator from Rhode Island. 
That provision is, ** that no Senator or Repre- 
‘sentative shall, during the time for which he was 
‘elected, be appointed to any civil office under the 
‘authority of the United States, which shall have 
‘been created, or the emoluments whereof shall 
‘have been increased during such time.’’ And 
that, therefore, the gentleman nominated and con- 
firmed as Commissioner to China, could not avail 
himself of the provision for an increase of salary 
and outfit, as it came from the House of Represent- 
atives. The committee were disposed to avoid 
this difficulty, if possible, and it was suggested 
that it could bedone by authorizing the salary and 
outfit of a minister and plenipotentiary, because 
that office is not created by act of Congress. It 
exists under the law of nations, which defines its 
duties and privileges, our own statutes only fixing 
the salary attached to it. Congress does not create 
the office, but regulates the salaries and provides 
for the expenditure. It was supposed that this 
appropriation might be amended in the way the 
committee propose, and with that view there 
would be no constitutional difficulty in the way of 
the acceptance of the office by the gentleman 
nominated as commissioner, if the President would 
nominate him as minister plenipotentiary. 

Some objection has been raised to this on the 
ground that China is not in the same situation as 
the nations of Christendom, among whom these 
ministers are so well known. The Emperor of 
China holds no direct intercourse, it is said, with 
foreign Courts, although we know that embassa- 
dors from Christian countries have been received, 
asin the case of Lord McCartney, Embassador 
from England, who had interviews with the Em- 
yeror, as well as Lord Amherst. I will add that 
President Tyler, in his message of January, 1845, 
stated that England had a plenipotentiary in China, 
and Mr. Cushing, in the treaty which he nego- 
tiated, described himself as minister plenipoten- 
tiary. Whether the minister we might send out 
would be received in that country with the honors 
customarily bestowed on such officers in a Chria- 


tian country, | do notknow. The functions he 
would have to perform would be, whether minis- 
ister Or commussioner, precisely the same. The 
only difference would be in an outfit and salary, 
and the ceremonial etiquette. I think that in this 
case the Constitution would not be violated by the 
appointment of the present commissioner. The 
President, in his message at the commencement 
of the present session, recommends an increased 
allowance for this functionary, and states that he 
had not been able to procure the service of a suit- 
able person in this office, because of the inade- 
quacy of the usual compensation. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I have 
but a word to say. I see my friend from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Davis] is anxious to proceed to the 
special order, I will not interpose, provided it is 
understood that I have the floor when this matter 
again comes up. 

Mr. DAVIS. Willthe Senator from Kentucky 
give way for a moment? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will give way, if it is 
understood that lt am entitled to the floor when 
this subject again comes up, 

Mr. DAVIS. The hour of one o’clock has ar- 
rived, and I should like the Senate to proceed to 
the consideration of the special order. So far as 
I am concerned, the Senator from Kentucky shall 
have the floor when this subject again comes up. 
There is no doubt that it will be discussed, for I 
wish to offeran amendment to that portion of the bill 
—anamendment of someimportance, as I regard it, 
not touching the question immediately under con- 
sideration, but touching other matters connected 
with that commission. I move now to postpone 
the further consideration of this subject till to- 
morrow, in order that we may proceed to the 
special order of the day. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to, 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill from the House of Representatives, making 
appropriations for certain rivers and harbors, 
and its consideration was continued until past six 
o’clock, when the amendments were ordered to be 
enzrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 

The Senate then adjourned, 

{For the full report of the proceedings on the 
bill, see Appendix. ] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, August 24, 1852. 

The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
by the Rev. C. M. Burver. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

(The Speaker has appointed the following gen- 
tlemen to constitute the committee “ to investigate 
all the facts touching the connection of Thomas 
Corwin, the present Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the Gardiner claim:’’ Mr. Jounson of Ten- 
nessee, Mr. Duncan of Massachusetts, Mr. How- 
arp of Texas, Mr. Cuapman of Connecticut, 
and Mr. Preston Kine of New York.] 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the further consideration of Senate bill No. 223, 
to amend an act entitled *‘ An act to provide for 
the better security of the lives of passengers on 
board of vessels propelled in whole or in part by 
steam, and for other purposes.’”? The pending 
amendment is the one offered by the gentleman 
from Iowa, [Mr. Henn. ] 

Mr. SIBLEY here obtained the floor. 

Mr. HART. 
business. 

Mr. SIBLEY. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his motion for a moment, as I want to ask 
the unanimous consent of the House to take up 
and pass Senate bill No. 540, providing for the 
establishment of an additional land office in the 
Territory of Minnesota. It is a bill of very great 
importance to that Territory. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Harr,] and one or two other mem- 
bers, insist upon the regular order of business. 

Mr. BOWIE. Is itin order to move to suspend 
the regular order of business ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not during the morning 


Prayer 


hour. 
Mr. DUNCAN. [rise to a question of privi- 
lege. I find myself placed, by the Chair, upon 


the Special Committee, under the resolution intro- 
|| due 
a} 
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yesterday. [ask to be excused from serving upon 


I call for the regular order of | 


that committee, as [ am already a member of two 
other committees, whose labors will be very ardu- 
ous during the remainder of the session. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is, by the 
rules, excused from serving upon that committee, 
if he desires. 


SECURITY OF PASSENGERS ON STEAMERS. 


The SPEAKER. The reguiar order of busi- 
ness is called for, and the Clerk will report the 
amendment. 

The clause under consideration was as follows: 

** Provided, however, That when the structure of such 
steamers is such, or the arrangement of the boilers or ma- 
chinery is such, that the requirements aforesaid cannot, 
withont serious inconvenience or sacrifice, be complied 
with, inspectors may vary therefrom, if, in their judgment, 
itcan be done with safety.’’ 

The pending amendment, proposed by Mr. 
Henn, was to strike out the word ‘* such,”’ before 
the word ** steamers,’’ and to insert the word 
‘‘any’’ in lieu thereof, and to insert after the word 
‘* steamers’’ the words ** heretofore built.”’ 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I think that 
amendment is not pertinent, as | understand it, 
from the reading of the Clerk. I desire to have 
the Clerk read it again. 

The amendment was again read. 

The question being upon the adoption of the 
amendment— 

Mr. HENN called for tellers; which were not 
ordered. 


Mr. EDGERTON. I movea call ofthe House. 


| There is evidently not a quorum present. 


The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
at this time. The House is now acting under the 
operation of the previous question, and after the 
previous question has been ordered, a call of the 


| House is not in order. 


The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was not agreed to. 

The third section of the bill was read. 

The several amendments of the Committee on 


| Commerce, striking out the parts in brackets and 


inserting the parts in talics, were agreed to: 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, Thatevery vessel so 
propelled by steam, and carrying passengers, shall have not 
less than three double acting forcing pumps, [of at least six- 
inch,] with chamber at least four inches in diameter, two 
to be worked by hand and one by steam, if steam can be 
employed, otherwise by hand; one whereof shall be placed 
near the stern, one near the stem, and One amidship; each 
having a suitable, well-fitted hose, of at least two thirds the 
length of the vessel, kept at all times in perfect order, and 


| ready for immediate use ; each of which pumps shal) also 


be supplied with water by a pipe connected therewith, and 
passing through the side of the vessel, so low as to be at all 
times in the water when she is afloat, [and shal! also have 


| suitable provision for turning, at any time, a current of 


steam into the hold:] Provided, That (in steamers naviga- 
ting rivers only, one of the pumps aloresaid may be dis- 
pensed with, if the other provisions for extinguishing fire 
are,in the opinion of the inspectors, sufficient to secure 
safety] in steamers not exceeding two hundred tons meas- 
urement, two of said pumps may be dispensed with, and in 
steamers of over two hundred tons, and not exceeding five 
hundred tons measurement, one of said pumps may be dis- 
pensed with.”? 


The fourth section of the bill was read, as fol- 
lows, viz: 

** Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That every such ves- 
sel carrying passengers, shall have at least two boats sup- 
plied with oars, in good condition at all times for service, 
one of which boats shall be a[metallic] life-boat fire-proof, 
{of approved model, not tess than twenty-five feet long, six 
feet six inches wide, and two feet deep, ] and in all respects 
a good, substantial, safe sea-boat, capable of sustaining, in- 
side and outside, fifty persons, with life-lines attached [to 
the gunwale] at suitable distances. [And every such vessel 
carrying more than fifty passengers shall also have a similar 
boat for every additional fifty passengers, or, instead thereof, 
for every such number a good, substantial, safe, wooden 
life-boat of suitable model, fitted with tife-lines in manner 
aforesaid, and capable of sustaining, inside and outside, that 
number of persons: Provided, however, That ferry and tow- 
boats shall be exempt from the obligation to carry the Tife- 
boats herein provided for; and the inspectors are hereby 
authorized to grant a like dispensation to small steamers of 
light draught, navigating small or shallow rivers, and also 
to allow any other steamers navigating rivers only to carry 
but one life-boat, the same being of suitable model and di- 
mensions, and made of metal: Provided, They shall be 


| fully satisfied that such steamers have other provisions for 


by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Oxps] |) 


the preservation of life in case of fire, which are amply 
sufficient for that purpose: 4nd provided further, That 
this section shall not be so construed as to compel the 
purehase or use of any patented life-boat.”’) 


The amendments of the Committee on Com- 


merce were agreed to, as follow: 


Strike out all of the above section inclosed in brackets, 
and insert “ good and suitable”? before the word * boats,’” 
where it first occurs; insert atter “‘ life-boat,’? where it first 
occurs, the words “ made of metal.’ 


The next amendment of the committee te this 


1852. : 


- - = ——— 

section was to insert, after the words “ suitable || one, provided they shall consider it safe for the 

| vessel to run with that, upon the rivers, and only 
upon rivers. 


distances,”’ the following, viz: 


« And every such vessel of more than five hundred tons, 
and not exceeding eight hundred tons measurement, shall 
have three bile-boats ; and every such vessel of more than 
eight hundred tous, and not exceeding fifteen hundred tons 
measurement, shall have four life-boats; and every such 
veasel of more than fitteen hundred tons measurement, shall 
have six life-boats—all of which boats shall be well fur- 
nished with oars and other necessary apparatus: Provided, 
however, The inspectors are hereby authorized to exempt 
steamers navigating rivers only from the obligation to car- 
rying of, the life-boat herein provided for, more than one— 
the same being of suitable dimensions, made of metal, and 
furnished with all necessary apparatus for use and safety, 
such steamers having other suitable provisions for the pres- 
ervation of life in case of fire or other disaster.’’ 


Mr. EDGERTON. This is an important 
amendment in its character. It exempts some of 
the boats from the provisions of the bill. 

Mr. HAVEN. Is it competent to divide this 
amendment at the word ‘* provided,’’ and take a 
separate vote upon each part? 

The SPEAKER. It is not competent to doso. 

Mr. HAVEN. Thecase of the steamer Henry 
Clay is an example, showing the proviso had bet- 
ter_be left out 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. 
to say a word upon this amendment. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman can only do 
so by unanimous consent. 

Several Voices. ‘* Agreed !’’ ‘* Agreed!” 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. The House 
will observe that the bill, as it came to us from 
the Senate, provided that the number of life-boats 
with which a steamer should be provided was reg- 
ulated by the number of passengers she might 
chance to carry. ‘The committee looked into that 
matter, and consulted with gentlemen of great ex- 
perience both upon the western and the eastern 
waters, and they came to the conclusion that it 
would be difficult to regulate the number of boats 
by the number of passengers the steamer should 
have on board, because that number was very fluc- 
tuating. It was then presented to the considera- 
tion of the committee, that as regards river boats 
there was not the same necessity of having a large 
number of life-boats as there is upon the Atlantic 
coast or upon our inland seas, because steamers 
navigating rivers have narrow channels to pursue, 
and they can more readily be brought to the shore, 
and one good metallic life-boat is enough in ordi- 
nary cases upon all those rivers, and the decision 
of the question as to whether they should have 
more is left to the discretion of the inspectors. 
Some of these rivers are so very narrow that it 
would hardly be deemed necessary that there 
should be apy life-boats; but the committee were 
not vilinglll dispense with one at least; and they 
require that where there is but one upon the steam- 
er, that shall be a metallic one, and they left it to 
the discretion of the inspectors, as is provided in 
the section, to relieve some of the smaller boats, 
running upon smaller rivers, from the necessity of 
carrying more than one, provided that life-boat is 
made of metal. 

The House will perceive further, that for the 

reservation of life, they are also required to have 
lds pheslreedi and floats, and that there is to be 
as many of these on board as there are passengers. 
Those are smaller articles, which can be provided 
in greater numbers, and there is no hardship in re- 
quiring that every steamer, whether navigating a 
river or an inland sea, should be provided with 


I should like 


size which can easily be stowed away upon a boat 
in sufficient numbers to meet any exigency what- 
ever. 

As this bill was graduated when it came from 
the Senate, it required that there should be an 
immense number of the life-boats, for the larger 
steamers, capable of carrying eight hundred or one 
thousand passengers—so many that there would 


boats. 


be no way of carrying these boats, and they would | 


be an incumbrance. Hence it was evidently ne- 
cessary that some discretion should be left with 
the inspectors, in reference to the business which 
the boat was doing, to the place to which she is 
running, and such like matters, as to the means 
she might have for securing the safety of passen- 
gers in cases of emergency. We have therefore 
provided that the number of life-boats shall be 
graduated by the tonnage of the vessel, so as to 
require vessels of the largest tonnage to have six 
life-boats, and a dispensing power is given to the 


Now, one word in regard to the kind of life- 
It has been found by experience that you 
cannot rely at all times upon wooden life-boats. 
A wooden boat, made as a life-boat, may be in 
many cases as good as an iron one; but when that 
wooden boat has been long exposed to the sun 
and to the weather, it is often found to fail when 
it is most needed, and passengers have been left 
without any reliance of this kind. Everybody 
knows, who has looked at this matter for the last 
few years, that among navigators there has been 
a great call for metallic life-boats. 

Mr. HOUSTON, (interrupting.) I understand 
the previous question has been called upon this 
bill, and discussion is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The House gave its unani- 


| mous consent to the gentleman to make his re- 


| like to have the — stricken out. 


marks. 

Mr.HAVEN. Ofcourse if the gentleman does 
not consent to havea separate vote taken upon the 
different parts of the amendment, then, under the 
ruling of the Chair, thatends the matter. I should 
I think in 
the case of the Henry Clay, if they had been pro- 
vided with life-boats, it would have saved some 
number more of lives, but yet if the gentleman does 


| not consent to my proposition, we had better pass 


it. 


Mr. SEYMOUR. I say, in reply to my col- 


| league, that on the Henry Clay there were boats; 


but what could boats have done with such man- 
agement as they had on board the Henry Clay, 


| when the pilot ran it stern foremost upon the shore, 


| need this large number of boats. 


and the pilots and the hands escaped, leaving the 
passengers upon the stern? Under such circum- 
stances, boats would have done no good. It was 
the mismanagement of the officers of the boat that 
caused the great destruction of life. 

But there are some cases upon our rivers to 
which it will not do to apply that rule, because 
you will only lumber up the vessels which do not 
One life-boat, 
in such cases, is amply sufficient, if it be a good 
one. I was going to the question of a metallic 


boat, and I will say that the experience of the last 


| may be. 


_are life-preservers. 


few years has convinced all navigators that it is 
absolutely necessary to rely upon a metallic boat, 
and that at least one such should be upon every 
vessel. Now, it has been said that this bill re- 
quires a patented life-boat, and that is an objec- 
tion, as I understand, urged by some gentlemen. 
I do not know how many patented life-boats there 
I suppose there is no more than there 
are patented life-preservers. We all know there 
We know there is 


one 
| life-boat patented which is made of metal. How 
many more there may be, I do not know; 


but all we have done here is to prescribe that one 
of these life-boats shall be of metal. Now,I have 


| examined the patent of a gentleman who claims 


to have a patented life-boat made of metal. He 


| does not patent the fact of making it of metal, nor 


could he doit. Any gentleman acquainted with 
the patent laws, knows that he could not patent 
the right of making a boat of metal, and exclude 
every other person from making another boat of 
metal. He has not done it. He has three pat- 


| ents, of which I have had copies from the Patent 
| Office, for the purpose of examining this question 
them, and with all that kind of apparatus of small | 


and meeting this objection. All these patents ap- 


| ply exclusively to the air-chest, which gives buoy- 


ancy to the boat, and to the particular mode of 
making the sides by a corrugation of iron, and to 
nothing else. There is no such thing obtainable 
as a patent for making a boat of metal. There is 
no such thing in existence, and, therefore, this 
bill accomplishes what the House, I think, de- 
sires to have done. They do not wish to exclude 
patentees from making things which should be 
made most serviceable. If a man has made the 
best life-preserver, and has a patent for it, he may 
enjoy it, and if it is a proper one, it will command 
the approbation and the patronage of the commu- 
nity. So it is with life-boats; and do not let us 
interfere here for the purpose of legislating for any 


| man’s life-boat, or any man’s life-preserver, or 
| any man’s any other notion that he may deem 


expedient for the preservation of human life. That 


| is what we have endeavored studiously to avoid, 


inspectors to dispense with all these life-boats, but i 





and the bill does not now recognize any such right. 
Give every man a fair chance to present his inven- 
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| tion before the public; because if we had legislated 


for it after having given the man a patent, we 
should give him the very worst kind of monopoly. 
We should provide that every man, by this law, 
should have the thing, and yet, by the patent 
laws, excludeany other person from furnishing it, 
except the patentee. It is a monopoly, such as 
no man In this House would ever think of grant- 
ing. I hope the amendment of the committee will 
be adopted as proposed. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I trust I may be allowed, 
by the House, to say a few words in reply to the 
chairman of the committee who has just taken his 
seat. ’ 

Mr. HART. I object. 

Mr. EDGERTON. | think it is unfair that the 
gentleman should object. The chairman has made 
an attack upon the proposition I submitted, and | 
am not permitted to answer him. 

Mr. HENN. I trust that the gentleman from 
Ohio will be allowed to proceed. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Discussion is allowed only 
on one side. 

Mr. HART. If the object of the previous 
question was to cut off all debate, I do object. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I should have objected to 
the chairman's making his attack upon my amend- 
ments, when they were shut out by the previous 
question and not before the House, had | sup- 
posed an opportunity to answer him would have 
been denied me. There is one word I wil! say, 
as to this proviso, which I am sure the ven- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Harr] will permit. 
I think the chairman himself is in error. He pro- 
vides for a certain kind of iron life-boat in the first 
part of the fourth section of the bili. He stated 
in his remarks he had provided that steamboats 
upon the rivers should carry one of the same kind 
of iron life-boats described in the first part of sec- 
tion fourth. Suchis notthefact. Steamers navi- 
gating rivers are not required to carry the life- 
boat which those navigating other waters must 
carry. The bill in this section, and in fact through- 
out, makes exceptions in favor of river steamers, 
which the admitted lesser danger do not justify. 
The boat is described in the bill as an iron hife- 
boat, capable of sustaining fifty persons outside 
and inside. ‘There being, as the chairman says, 
no particular boat described or provided for, 
and it being intended to exclude positively the 
only really valuable life-boats nuw known to the 


| public, simply because they are patents, it will be 


left to the discretion of the inspector to determine 
the kind of boat; and whether it will contain fifiy 
persons, outside and inside, in a sea or the surf, 
so as to save their lives, is left to men one half of 
whom never saw, and perhaps never will see, a 
life-boat. The boat described in the proviso is a 
life-boat of suitable dimensions, made of meta). 
It may carry fifty, or it may only carry ten. It 
is not required to carry fifty persons outside and 
in, and is intended to be a boat of less capacity 
and inferior usefulness to the other boat. Now, 
sir, if a man has to swim for his life, and he 
knows not how, it is a matter of perfect indifler- 
ence whether he is in the river or in the lake. He 
wants a boat or some life-saving apparatus, proved 
and tested to be efficient, to get him ashore or keep 
him afloat; and these river steamers, if they are 
exempted from carrying but one life-boat, should 
carry the best one provided for. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I wish to call the gentle- 
man’s attention for a moment to a former provis- 
ion of this section. I will say to the gentleman 
from Ghio, that by referring to the eighth and 
ninth lines of this section, to which the proviso is 
attached, he will find it is required that the life- 
boat shall be in all respects a good, substantial, 
safe sea-boat, capable of sustaining inside and 
outside fifty persons. Then the proviso says that 
**the inspectors are hereby authorized to exempt 
‘steamers navigating rivers only from the obliga- 
‘tion to carry more than one of the life-boats 
‘herein provided for.”” And those provided for 
are such as will carry fifty inside and out. 

Mr. EDGERTON. There is a qualification in 
that ‘* herein provided for.”’ All that the proviso 
requires is that the boat shall be of ‘ suitable 
dimensions, and made of metal.’’ That is all, 
and so the inspector will consider it. 

Mr.SEYMOUR. Not at all. 

Mr. EDGERTON. A life-boat that will carry 


fifty persons, outside and in, is the one all steamers 


| should be required to carry; but this is left, aa 
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many other provisions of the act are, to the dis- 


cretion of the tnepector, 
I'he question was then taken on the amend- 
nent, and upon a division there were—ayes 69, 
' not unted, ' 
Vir. LOB BINS. I demand tellers. 


‘lellers were ordered; and Messrs. Coss and 
VW 


VI ASON appointed, 

again put, and the amendment 
the tellers having reported— 
not counted, , 


were 
The question was 
Ww a - rreed to, 
ayes *3, noes 
live next amendment of the committee was to 


trike out the fifth section, which reads as follows: 


ind he it further enacted, That every such 

ng p ngers, exceptferry boats, shall also be 

1 led with a good life-preserver, made of cork, double 
pper, or other equally suitable material, or in the 

i such life preserver, floats, if as well adapted tothe 


foreach and every person on board, which Iie 


} 


ial] always be distributed and kept in readiness 
in the berths and state rooms for the benefit of passengers 
‘ ig t wne, and also in the most conspicuous and 
muitable place for all others; and shall also keep after the 
rate of might fire buekets and three axes for every hundred 
tons measurement of the vessel, which shall always be kept 
distributed ina itable manner and in good order, ready to 
: va oF fire? 
And to mesert in lieu of the above the fol lowing, 
Se 5. “Ind be it further enacted, That every such 
vessel irrying passengers, shall also be provided with a 
food hie preserver, made of suitable material,or float, well 


yed to Lie purpose, for each and every passenger, which 


J preeervers and floats shall always be kept in conve 
nent and accessible places in such vessel, and in readiness 
for the use of the passengers; and every such vessel shall 
nise keep twenty fire buckets and five axes; and there 


i 
hall b kept on 
hundred ton 


oft their tonnage 


board every 
measurement, 


as follows 


such vessel exceeding five 
buckets aud axes after the rate 
on every vessel of six hundred 
buckets and one axe for each one 
roeasurement, decreasing this proportion as 
\ | increases, so that any such vessel 

, and all such vessels exceeding 
required to keep but three buckets for 
solmeasurement, and but one axe tor 


tons measurement, five 
hundred tons 
the tonnage of the vesse 
of thirty. five hundred ton 
shall not be 


each one liu 


the same 
dred ton 
every five buckets 


Mr. EDGERTON. 
chairman of the 
‘* floats’ 
door 

Vir. SEYMOUR. I will state that gentlemen 
who have navigated the western waters, and who 
onversant with these matters, have been fre- 
quently the committee, and have informed 
us that a float is an article prepared on purpose, 
with achamber filled with air, which is kept on 
hoard each person—for the purpose of 
being seized by him when he shall be thrown into 
the water, to buoy him up. A life-preserver is 

, being filled with air, and fastened around 
Lhe person, 
Mr. EDGERTON. I 


traveled pon stenu 


I should like to ask the 


committee what he means by 
"_-w hether he means sticks, a clair, ora 


are ¢ 


betore 
one tor 


ditlerent 


that IT have 
e failed to dis- 
like a float, as described by the 
anywhere. In the opinion of steam- 


must say 
mboats, and hay 
ythu y 


caver atl 


rentieman, 


boat captains the gentleman refers to, this float 
means a chair, a stick of wood, a door, or any- 
thing that will float. It is altogether too indefi- 


nite, and, in facet, means nothing at all. 

Vir. SEYMOUR. I will say, further, that the 
tir chambers, to which I have alluded, are fast- 
ened to the bottoms of stools and chairs used for 

They answer the 
, because the air chamber fastened to 
them give ed relative buoyancy, and they may 
be used in cases of emergency. ’ P ; 

Mr. EDGERTON. One word in regard to 
that matter. ‘These very so-called life-preservers 
heing air chambers attached to 
and chairs, were condemned by those who were 
saved from wreck of the Atlantic, on Lake 
rie, as utterly worthless. They are no life-pre- 
, and the law in this respect is worse than 
iwat all; for passengers will trust to boat 
instead of supplying themselves with 
real ily valuable life-saving apparatus, which they 
would do without the law. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. In reference to the case the 
gentleman has cited, I have no information. The 
facts | have detailed to the House are derived from 
an intelligent committee of gentlemen, who have 
been here the most of this winter, who have given 
their practies! experience to the committees of this 
tiouse and the Senate, in the preparation of the 
bill, Some of them have been twenty or thirty 
years connected with steamers upon the western 
waters 


Mr. CARTTER. 


ordinary purposes on boats. 


Naine purpose 


and floats, stools 
+} 

toe 
servers 
no | 
owners, 


I should like to know where 
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this committee are from, and whether they have 
ever sailed upon a lake? 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I will say, in replv to the 
rentleman, that one of these gentlemen | know to 
have been, by reputation, some thirty or forty 
years connected with one of the best and largest 
class of steamers upon the western waters. 

Mr. CARTTER. What do you mean by 
western waters’ 

Mr. SEYMOUR. Western rivers 

Mr. CARTTER. I would inquire whether 
they come from the Ohio river, where the water 
half the time is not knee deep? f{Laughter.]} 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I do not know what partic- 
ular river they navigate; but they navigate these 
laree rivers of which we have heard so much 
this session. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I rise to a question of order. 
Discussion is not in order whilst we are acting 
under the operation of the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is not in order 

Mr. MILLSON. With the unanimous con- 
sent, | would ask the gentleman why the commit- 
tee struck out the words ‘each and every per- 
son,’’ and inserted ** each passenger ?”’ 

Mr. SEYMOUR I will say, in reply to the 
gentleman from Virginia, that the object of the 
committee of this House was to apply this bill 
solely to the safety of passengers. With regard 
to the crew, we know they are in possession and 


command of the boat. We did not suppose the 


object of the bill should be regulated by their 
preservation so much as that of the passengers. 
We impose certain obligations also that can be 


enforced at law; and we preferred to say, that 
they should be in consistency with the relation- 
ship between the captain and the persons under 
his command, and those they are bound to carry 
as nassengers safely. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will recollect 
that discussion is not in order. 

Mr. ALLISON. [I object to further discussion. 
Let us get through with the bill. 

Mr. HENN. Would it bein order to movea 
reconsideration of the vote by which the call for 
the previous question was seconded? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order after 
reconsidering the work that has been done under 
it. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of the committee was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Com- 
merce was considered and agreed to, viz: 

Strike out from the seventh section, the words 
inclosed in brackets: 


7. And be it further enacted, 
of cotton, 


so Sty That [no curtains 
made or of any material alike combustible, shall 
be suspended or used in any such vessel carrying passen 

gers, except in state-rooms or apartments where no fire or 
burning allowed to be used 3] no loose hemp shall be 
carried on board any such vessel; nor shall baled hemp be 
carried on the deck or guards thereof, unless the bales are 
compactly pressed and well covered with bagging or a sim- 
ilar fabric; nor shall gunpowder, oi! of turpentine, oil of 
vitriol, camphene, or other explosive burning fluids or ma 

terials which ignite by friction, be carried on board any such 
vessel] as freight, except in eases of special license for that 
purpose as hereinafter provided ; and all such articles kept 
on board as stores shall be secured in metallic vessels ; and 
every person who shall knowingly violate any of the pro 

visions ofthis section, shall pay a penalty of 100 for each 
offense, to be recovered by action of debt in any court of 
competent jurisdiction.”’ 


light is 


The following sections and 
the bill were read. 
mittee on Commerce, striking out the parts in- 
closed in brackets, and inserting the words in ital- 
ics, were severally considered and agreed to: 


And he it further enacted, That hereafter all 
gunpowder, oil of turpentine, oi! of vitriol, camphene, or 
other explosive burning fluids, and materials which ignite 
by friction, when packed or put up for shipment, [or sale,] 
on board of any such vessel, shall be securely packed or 
put up separately from each other and from all other arti 
cles, and the package, box, cask, or vessel containing the 
same, shall be distinctly marked on the outside with the 
name or description of the articles contained therein; and 
every person who shall pack or put up, or cause to be 
packed or putup for [sale or] shipmenton board of any such 
vessel, any gunpowder, oil of turpentine, oil of vitriol, cam 
phene, or other explosive burning fluids, or materials which 
ignite by friction, otherwise than as aforesaid, [or shall de 
liver to any person any package, box, cask, or vessel con- 
taining either of the articles aforesaid, not marked as afore- 
said, or shall ship or offer to ship the same,] or shall 
ship the same, unless packed and marked as aforesaid, on 
board of any steam-vessel carrying passengers, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and punished by a fine 
not exceeding $1,000, or imprisonment not exceeding 
eighteen months, or both. 

“Sec. 9. .dnd be it further enacted, That instead of the | 


“ Sec. 8. 


vart of sections of 
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carrying passengers and their equipment, and instead of 
the present system of pilotage of such vessels, and the pres 
ut mode of employing engineers on board the same, the fol- 
owing regulations shall be observed, to wit: The collector 
or other chief officer of the customs, together with the super- 
vising inspector for the district, [and the president of the 
Chamber of Commerce, if there be one, otherwise the 
president of the Board of Trade, if there be one, otherwise 
the collector or other chief officer of the customs and the 
supervising inspector, } and the judge of the district court ofr 
the United States for the district in each of the follow ing 
collection districts, namely: New Orleans and St. Louis 
on the Mississippi river; Louisville, Cincinnati, Wheeling, 
and Pittsburg, on the Ohio river; Buffalo and Cleve ‘land, 
on Lake Erie; Detroit, upon Detroit river; Nashville, 
upon the Cumberland river; Chieago, on Lake Michigan - 
Oswego, on Lake Ontario; Burlington, in Vermont; Gal- 
veston, in Texas; and Mobile, in Alabama; Savannah, 
in Georgia; Charleston, in South Carolina; 1 Norfolk, in 
Virginia ; Baltimore, in Maryland; Philadelphia, i in Penn 
sylvania ; New York, in New York; New London, in Con- 
necticut; Providence, in Rhode Island i Boston, in Massa- 
chusetts; Portland,in Maine; and San Francisco, in Cal- 
iforni«—shall designate two inspectors of good character 
and suitable qualifications to perform the services required 
of them by this act within [their] the respective districts 
for which they shall be appointed ; one of whom, from his 
practical knowledge of ship- building, and the uses of steam 
in navigation, shall be fully competent to make a reliable 
estimate of the strength, sea-worthiness, and other qual 
ities of the hulls of steamers and their equipment, deemed 
essential to safety of life [and property,] when such vessels 
are employed in [navigation,] the carriage of passengers, 
to be called the inspector of hulls; the other of whom, 
from his knowledge and experience of the duties of an en 
gineer employed in navigating vessels by steam, and alsoin 
the construction and use of boilers, and the machinery and 
appurtenances therewith connected, shall be able to form 
a reliable opinion of the quality ofthe material, the strength, 
form, workmanship, and suitableness of such boilers and 
machinery to be employed in [navigation] the carriage of 
passengers without hazard to life [or property] from imper- 
fections in the material, workmanship, or arrangement of 
any part ofsuch apparatus for steaming, to be called the 
inspector of boilers ; and these two persons thus designated, 
if approved by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall be from 
the time of such designation, inspectors, empowered and 
required to perform the duties herein specified, to wit: 

‘ First. Upon application in writing by the master or 
owner, they shall, onee in every [six months] year at least, 
carefully inspect the hull of each steamer belonging to their 
respective districts, and employed in [navigation] the car- 
riage of passengers, and shall satisfy themselves that [each] 
every such vessel so submitted to their inspection is of a 
structure suitable for the service in which she is to be em- 
ployed, has suitable accommodations for her crew and pas- 
sengers, and is in a condition to warrant the belief that she 
may be used in navigation as a steamer, with safety to life 
[and property, ] and that all the requirements of law in re- 
gard to fires, boats, pumps, hose, life-preservers, floats, and 
other things, are faithfully complied with: andif they deem 
it expedient, they may direct the vessel to be putin motion, 
and may adopt any other suitable means to test her suffi- 
ciency, and that of her equipment.”’ 


The next amendment of the Committee on Com- 
merce was read. It was to strike out the second 
clause of section nine, as follows: 


** Second. They shall also, once in every six months, in- 
apec t the boilers of all steamers, subjecting them to a hy- 
drostatic pressure, the limit to which, not eeding two 
hundred pounds to the square inch, may be prescribed by 
the owner or master, and shall satisfy themselves, by ex- 
amination and experimental trials, that the boilers are well 
made, in an approved form, of good and suitable material ; 
that the openings for the passage of water and steam respect- 
ively, and all pipes and tabes exposed to heat are of proper 
dimensions, and free from obstruction ; that the spaces be- 
tween the flues are sufficient, and that the fire-line of the 
furnace is below the prescribed water-line of the boilers; 
and that such boiler and the machinery, and the appurte- 
nances, may be safely employed in the service proposed in 
the written application, without peril to life or property ; 
and shall also satisfy themselves that the safety-valves are 
of suitable dimensions, sufficient in number, well arranged, 
and in good working order, all but one of which may, if ne- 
cessary, in the opinion of the inspectors, to secure safety, 
be taken wholly from the control of all persons engaged in 
navigating the vessel; that there is a suitable number of 
gauge. cocks inserted in the most approved manner; also, 
a water-gauge, and a steam-gauge. of approved construc- 
tion, indicating the height of .the water and the pressure of 
the steam ; that upon the upper outside flue of each out- 
side high-pressure boiler there is placed, in a satisfactory 
manner, alloyed metals, fusible by the heat of the boiler 
when raised to the highest working pressure allowed, and 
in or upon the top of the flues of all other boilers in the 
steamer, such alloyed metals be placed as aforesaid, fusing 
atten pounds greater pressure, thereby in each case letting 
steam escape; and that adequate and certain provision is 
made for an ample supply of water to feed the boilers at all 
times, whether the vessel is in motion or not, so that in high- 
pressure boilers it shall not be less than four inches above 
the flue: Provided, however, In steamers hereafter built 
and supplied with new boilers and machinery, or in cases 
of machinery hereafter made, if the alloy fuses on the outer 
boilers a pressure of ten pounds exceeding the working 
pressure allowed, and at twenty pounds above said pres- 
sure on the inner boilers, it shall be a sufficient compliance 
with this act.’ 


And to insert in lieu thereof the following, viz: 


Second. They shall also inspect the boilers of such steam - 
ers before the same shall be used, and once in every year 
thereafter, subjecting them to a hydrostatic pressure, the 
limit to which not exceeding one hundred and sixty-five 
| pounds to the square inch for high-pressure boilers, may be 


existing provisions of law for the inspection of steamers || prescribed by the owner or the master, and shall satisfy them- 
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ves by examination and experimental trials, that the 
poilers are well made of good and suitable material; that 
the openings for the passage of water and steam respect 
ively, and all pipes and tubes exposed to heat are of proper 








d isions, and free from obstruction ; that the spaces be 
twe flues are sufficient, and that the fire line of the 
furt :is below the prescribed water-line of the boilers ; 
and that such boilers and the machinery and the appurte 





pances may be safely employed in the service proposed in 
the written application, without peril to life ; and shal! also 
satisfy themselves that the safety valves are of suitable di 
mensions, sufficient in number, well arranged, and in good 
working order, (one of which may, if necessary in the 
opinion of the inspectors to secure safety, be taken wholly 
from the control of all persons engaged in navigating such 
vessel;) that there is a suitable number of gauge cocks 
propertly inserted, and a suitable water-gauge and steam- 
gauge, indicating the height of the water and the pressure 
of the steam; thatin or upon the outside flue of each out- 
ssure boiler, there is placed, in a suitable man 
ner alloved metals, fusible by the heat of the boiler, when 
raised to the highest working pressure allowed, and that in 
or upon the top of the flues of all other high-pressure boil 
ers in the steamer, such alloyed metals are placed as afore 
said, fusing at ten pounds greater pressure than said metals 
on the outside boilers, thereby, in each case, letting 
steam escape; and that adequate and ceriain provision is 
made for an ample supply of water to feed the boilers at all 
times, whether such vessel is in motion or not; so that 
in high-pressure boilers the water shall not be less than 
four inches above the flue: Provided, however, in steamers 
hereafter supplied with new high-pressure boilers, it the 
alloy fuses on the outer boilers at a pressure of ten pounds 
exceeding the working pressure allowed, and at twenty 
pounds above said pressure on the inner boilers, it shall be 
a sufficient compliance with this act. 


ide high pr 


ign | 


The question was put, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on 
Commerce was read. It wasto strike out the third 
clause of section nine, as follows: 

[‘* Third. ‘That in subjecting to the hydrostatic test afore- 
said boilers called and usually Known under the designa 
tion of high-pressure boilers, the inspectors shall assume one 
hundred and ten pounds to the square inch as the mani 
mum pressure allowable as a working power fora new 
boilier forty-two inches in diameter, made of inspected iron 
plates at least one fourth of an inch thick, in the best man- 
ner, and of the quality herein required, and shall rate the 
working power of all high-pressure boilers, whether of 
greater or less diameter, old or new, according to their 
strength compared with this standard ; and in subjecting to 
the test aforesaid, that class of boilers usually designated 
and kuown as low-pressure boilers, the said inspectors shall 
assume fifty pounds pressure to the square inch as the max 
imum working power upon a new boiler of medium size, 
made of the material and in the manner aforesaid, and stall 
rate all low pressure boilers, whether greater or less, old or 
new, according to their strength compared with this stand 
ard: Provided, That no such boilers of either description 
hereafter made shall be rated over the said standard pre- 
scribed; and in all eases the working power allowed shall 
be to the test applied as one hundred and ten to two hun- 
dred: And provided further, That the same rule shall be 
observed in regard to boilers previously made, unless the 
proportion between any such boilers and the cylinder, or 
some other cause, renders it manifest that its application 
would be unjust, in which cases the inspectors may depart 
from itifit can be done with safety. And no valve, under any 
circumstances, shall be loaded or so managed, in any way, 
as to subject the boiler to a greater pressure than the amount 
allowed by the inspectors ; nor shall any boiler or pipe be 
approved whieh is made of bad material, or is unsafe from 
its form, or dangerous from defective workmanship, age, 
use, or any other cause.’’] 






And to insert in lieu thereof the following, viz: 


Third. That in subjecting to the hydrostatic test afore- 
said boilers called and usually known under the designa- 
tion of high pressure boilers, the inspector shall assume one 
hundred and ten pounds to the square inch, as the maximum 
pressure allowable as a working power for a new boiler 
forty-two inches in diameter, made of iron plates as herein 
required, at least one fourth of an inch thick, in the best 
manner and of the quality herein required, and shall rate 
the working power of all high pressure boilers, whether of 
greater or less diameter, old or new, according to their 
strength compared with this standard, and in all cases the 
test applied shali exceed the working power allowed, in the 
ratio of one hundred and sixty. five to one hundred and ten, 
and no high-pressure boilers hereafter made shall be rated 
above this standard: and in subjecting to the test aforesaid, 
that class of boilers usually designated and known as low 
pressure boilers, the said inspectors shall allow as a work- 
ing power of each new boiler a pressure of only two thirds 
the number of pounds to the square inch to which it shall 
have been subjected to the hydrostatic test and found to be 
sufficient therefor, using the water in such tests at a tem 
perature not exceeding sixty degrees Fahrenheit ; but should 
such inspectors be of the opinion, that said boiler, by reason 
of its construction or material will not safely allow so high 
a working pressure, they may, for reasons to be stated spe 
cifically iu their certificate, fix the working pressure of said 
boiler at less than two thirds of said test pressure, and no 
low-pressure boiler hereafter made shall be rated in its 
working pressure above the aforesaid standard: 4nd pro- 
vided, That the same rules shall be observed in regard to the 
boilers heretofore made, unl-ss the proportion between such 
boilers and the cylinders, or some other cause, renders it 
manifest that its application would be unjust, in which cases 
the inspectors may depart from these rules, if it can be done 
with safety; but in no case shall the working pressure al- 
lowed exceed the hydrostatic test, and no valve, under any 
circumstances, shail be loaded or so managed in any way 
as to subject a boiler to a greater pressure than the amount 
allowed by the inspectors, nor shall any boiler or pipe be 
approved which is made in whole or in part of bad material, 
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or is unsafe in its form, ordangerous from defective work 
mauship, age, use, Or any other cause, 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. 
pired. 

Mr. POLK. I move to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

WIDOW OF THOMAS J. 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour having 


expired, the business before the House is the mo- 


The morniog hour has ex- 


CAMPBELL. 


tion made by the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
CHURCHWELL] yesterday, to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of mtroducing the following resolu- 
tion, which will be read by the Clerk. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund 
of this House, to the widow of its late Clerk, Thomas J 
Campbell, a sum equal to the salary of said Clerk, reckoned 
from the time ot his death to the close of the session of Con 
gress during which he died. 


Mr. ORR. Would it not be in order for the 
House to proceed with, and finally dispose of, the 
bill which we have been just acting upon, if a 
majority desires to do so? 

‘The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair thinks that the 
rentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Cuurcenwete} 
has a right to call up the business which he intro- 
duced on yesterday. 

Mr. BISSELL. If it be in order, I move that 
the House proceed to the 
Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. 
motion made by the gentleman from ‘Tennessee 
{[Mr. Caurcnwe ut} on yesterday, to suspend the 


rules, is the first business in order 


business upon the 


The Chair thinks that the 


ltis ofa priv- 
ilezed character, and must be put to the House. 

The question was then taken, and the rules of 
the House were not suspended. 


ADDITIONAL LAND OFFICE IN MINNESOTA, 

Mr. SIBLEY. I have a bill of considerable im- 
portance, which has just passed the Senate, which 
I desire to have action upon. I do not intend to 
trespass upon the time of the House more than is 
necessary. I ask that it may be taken up and 
It is Senate bill No. 540, to create an 
additional land office in the Territory of Minne- 
sota. ; 

There being no objection, the bill was taken up, 
read the first and second time by its title, and or- 
dered to a third reading; and, according to order, 


was read a third time and passed. 


passed, 


CLOSE OF DEBATE. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I move the usual resolution 
to close debate in Committee of the W hole on the 
state of the Union, upon House bill No. 212, in 
two hours after the consideration of the bill shall 
be resumed in committee, 

Mr. WALSH. Was not the motion to pro- 
ceed to the business upon the 
order? [submit that motion. 

The SPEAKER Some gentleman did propose 


to proceed to the business upon the Speaker’s 


Speaker 8 table in 


table, when it was not in order to submit any mo- 
tion whatever, there being a privileged question 
pending. That privileged question having been 
disposed of, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Duncan] was recognized, and his is a legiti- 
mate, original proposition. 

Mr. DUNCAN. 
and say one hour. 

Mr. HENN. If it is in order to amead the 
resolution, [ move to insert five minutes instead 
of one hour. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 


{ will modify my resolution, 


Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, on the bill of the House 
No. 312, **making appropriations for light hotises, light 
boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the erection and estab 
lishment of the same, and for other purposes,”’ shall cease 
in one hour after the Committee shall resume its consider 
ation, (if the committee shall not sooner come to a conclu 
sion upon the same,) and the committee shall then pro 
ceed to vote on such amendments as may be pending or 
offered to the same, and shall then report it to the House, 
with such amendments as may bave been agreed to by the 
committee. , 


Mr. TAYLOR. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting two hours. ‘The bill is a very 
important one. ; 

Mr. HAMILTON. 
tion. 

Mr. POLK. I would ask as a matter of kind- 
ness of the gentleman who moved to amend the 


I move the previous ques- 
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resolution by making it five minutes, to allow me 


the privilege of one hour at least. I have eri 
deavored to get the Speaker’s ear all the morning, 
for the purpose of making the motion to go int 


I have been unfortu te 
ldo not wish to deprive the sé 
I will there- 


committee, 
Mr. HENN., 
tleman from Tennessee of his hour. 
fore withdraw my amendment. 
The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question was ordered to | 
The SPEAKER. 


eT t 
re put. 


I) set stl » fret 
ie question Wii be hrs 


i 
taken upon the motion of the gentleman fror 
Ohio (Mr. Taytor] to strike t **one hour’? i 
the resolution, and msert ** two h ee 





The question was then taken, and 
agreed to, 


Che q iestion then recurring upon the adopt tt 






the resolution, it was put, and decided in the 


So the resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 


h the resolution was adopted, it Vv 


by whie 
the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 


iatter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DUNCAN. I move that the rules be sus- 


pended, ar { that tl » Ee e resolve l ii 
Cr mimiuttes of ti e Whole mn tl state ¢ the [ 
Mr. COBB. Wilkthe gentleman yield f it 
moment? The Com ittee mn Re vi ] IU i 
ed Business desire to offer a resolution which 
| hone w meet with the una IOUS CONsenNnt of 
he House. It is a resolu oO keep alive until 
the ne session of Congress t UBINESS V iP 
annot be reported upo y the mmittees of this 
It is the usual reso- 


Hlouse the present se 
lution, and if any gentleman object 
move to suspend the ru'e 


The resolution was then read, as follow 


Resolved, That all the bills, resolutions, and other matter 


referred to the tanding committee of this House, upo 
which no report shall have been made at this session, shall 
be returned informally to the Clerk, and shall by virtue of 
this resolution stand recommitted at the commencement of 
the next session to said committees, into Whose possession 
the Clerk is hereby directed to restore them 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair hears no objec- 


tion, and the resolution will be considered as be- 
fore the House 


Mr. BOWIE. I offer the foll 


stitute: 


Wing, as a sub- 


And that the standing committees of this House have 
leave to report on the sever natters referred to them 1 
spectively, by filing their reports and if ar with the 
Clerk of this House, and that the said reports and bitls be 
printed and entered on the Calendar as if made in the 
House upon a ¢ 


Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. 
of the gentleman from Maryland 


all of the Speaker. 

‘The amendment 
Vir. Bowre) is 

offered as a substitute for the resolution of the 

gentleman from Alabama, |[Mr. Hewsron.) I 

offer the following, as an addition to the resolution 

of the gentleman from Alabama: 


Resolved further. That from and after this day the Hote 


will hold an evening session at sev clock, to be devoted 
to receiving reports of committer provi i that all si 
and joint resolutions report ih a re nimendation that 


they pass be referred when reported 


Mr. BOWIE. 1 originally intended what I 


offered as an araendment to the resolution of the 
rentieman from Alabama, but my friends induced 
me to otfer itas a substitute. | desire to modify 


it, and offer it as an addition to the resolution of 
the gentleman from Alabama. 


Mr HARRIS, of lennessee. 
lution I 


I offer the res 
send to the Chair as a substitute for th 
amendment of the gentleman from Maryland, 
| Mr. Bowie. | The resolution of the rentle nin 
from Maryland is inconsistent with the resolution 
of the ventlem un from Alabama. I therefore offer 
my proposition as a substitute f ‘ 

Mr. STUART. As I understand the proposs 
tion, it is this: The gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. Bowe} offers his amendment as an 
ment to the resolution offered by the gentleman 
from Alabama. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr, Harris} moves to amend the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STUART. Sol understand it. I wish 
to make an observation in reference to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Maryland. As I 
heard it read, it seems to propose that the com- 





ame d » 


. "I 
mittees of this House shall be at 


liberty Lo report, 
ind to have these reports printed and pl iced unon 
the Calendar, without any action or knowledge of 


this House. Now, it seems to me, that much 
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mischief would result by the adoption of such a 
resolution as that. I think, sir, that reports from 
committees on business in their hands, should not 
be made except when the House is in session; so 
that should there be objection, or a motion to 
refer, or any other motion that the merits of the 
‘ave might require, it could be made. Now, sir, 
if 1 understand the reading of this resolution cor- 
rectly, it would give to the members of a commit- 
tee the rightto report, and have the reports printed 
and placed upon the Calendar, so as to take pre- 
cedence of other business that might come up in 
the next session, subjects which, perhaps, a ma- 
jority of the House would not tolerate an instant. 
Now, it appears to me, that the proposition of the 
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Coss] is vastly 
better, as it authorizes all this business to stand 
as recommitted to these committees. At the next 
session, the committees will be called regularly in 
the morning hour for their reports, when they 
will come ina legitimate manner before the House. 
Members will be present and understand them, 
and can make any objections or motions which 
the subject may require. I hope, sir, that the 
amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. ORR. I demand the previous question. 

Mr. BOWIE, IL hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his demand for the previous question, to al- 
iow me to explain. - 

Mr. ORR. I will withdraw it, if the gentleman 
will renew it. 

Mr. BOWIE. TIT will renew it. 

Mr. ORR. Then I withdraw it. 

Mr. BOWIE. The object of my amendment 
is, to enable the committees of the House, and 
particularly the Committee on Claims, of which I 
am a member, to expedite the business of legisla- 
tion, by filing their reports with the Clerk of the 
House, and placing them on the Calendar, ready 
for the action of the House at its ensuing session. 
There are many reports and bills in the hands of 
members, ready to be reported, and only waiting 
an opportunity, which has not been had by many 
committees for several months. These would, 
under the amendment offered by me, be placed in 
the possession of the House, printed, and entered 
on the Calendar, as if made in the House, upon the 
call of the Speaker. 

W hen reports are made in the House, they are, 
in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, referred as 
recommended by the committee from which they 
come, or the member by whom they are reported. 

No interestcan be prejudiced by such reference. 
The adoption or rejection of the report or bill is 
still subject to the will of the majority. 

[here are but two references which can be made 
of such reports, to ** the Committee of the Whole | 
Liouse on the state of the Union,” or ** the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House,” in either of which 
the subject-matter of the reports will be entirely 
sate. 

As | promised, | now move the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. STANLY. If there be no objection, I 
would suggest that it would be better to insert af- 
ter the words ‘* standing committees,’’ the words, 
‘* select committees,’’? ‘They have some reports to 
make to the House. 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent, that 
modification can be made. 

Mr.STUART. Does the gentleman propose 
to insert it in the original resolution ? 

Mr. STANLY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. 
lution, all committees are included. 

Mr. STANLY. Your resolution is not adopted. 

Mr. HARRIS. But it is pending, and it can be 
adopted, 

There being no objection, the resolution was so 
modified, 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Har- 
rts’s amendment to the amendment; and, upon a 
division, there were—ayes 38, noes 99. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 


In my resolu- 


The question recurred upon the amendment of 
Mr. Bowir, and being put, the amendment was re- 
jected; there being on a division—ayes 58, noes 
93. 

The original resolution was then agreed to. 
Mr. POLK moved that the rules be suspended, || 





and that the House resolve itself into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 


So the rules were suspended, and the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Venasce in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of House bill No. 
312, making appropriations for light-houses, light- 
boats, buoys, &c.,and for the providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for 
other purposes; upon which Mr. Poik wasentitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. POLK, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House in regard tothe position of the 
two great parties towards the Compromise meas- 
ures, maintaining that whilst General Pierce was 
fully committed in favor of the finality of those 
measures, General Scott was not. He then went 
into an examination of the relative fitness of the 
candidates of the two parties for the Presidency, 
and of their conduct in Mexico. In doing which, 
he reflected with much severity upon Mr. Cut- 
Lom, for his alleged charge, in a speech made at 
the City Hall, in Washington, that General Pierce 
had acted cowardly in Mexico. A personal alter- 
cation then took place between these gentlemen, 
in which Mr. Wurre, of Kentucky, was finally 
involved. [The remarks of Mr. P. will be found 
in the Appendix.] 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said he under- 
stood the Whig Executive Committee, appointed 
by the National Whig Convention for the pur- 
pose of superintending and managing the canvass, 
had taken from the National Era an article origi- 
nally published in that paper, entitled ‘*A Brief 
Chapter in the Life of General Franklin Pierce,” 
in which are paraded the votes of General Pierce 


in Congress on the subject of slavery, showing to | 


the North that he is an ardent, strong, and ultra 
pro-slavery man. At the same time, in Kentucky 
and other States a misrepresentation of the re- 
marks of General Pierce at New Boston are her- 


aided to show that he is an Abolitionist. The 


Whig Executive Committee had caused a large | 


number of these to be printed, and placed them in 
the hands of members to be franked. He then 
read a list, which he obtained from the folding- 
room, showing the names of the various gentle- 
men who had ordered copies of the documents, 
amounting, in all, to forty-eight thousand one 
hundred copies. [See Appendix for speech. |] 

The CHAIRMAN. Further discussion is out 
of order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, it 
is necessary that I should make one word of reply. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I would like 
to know what has become of General Pierce and 
his Abolition Allies? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear no 
proposition until order is restored. 

Mr. CULLOM. Task permission of the com- 
mittee to say one word—but a word by way of 
personal explanation. I am involved in this dis- 
cussion, 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can pro- 
ceed by unanimous consent. 

Mr. STUART. I submit that the gentleman 
cannot proceed by unanimous consent. We are 
acting under an express rule of the House. 

Mr. CULLOM. Any rule, I presume, may be 
suspended by the unanimous consent of the com- 
mittee. 

The ©HAIRMAN. 
jection? 

[Cries all over the Hall of ** No!” ** No!’’] 

Mr. STUART. I object, and insist upon the 
execution of the order of the House. 

Mr. CULLOM. I movea suspension of the 
rules. 

The CHAIRMAN. That cannot be done. 

Mr. CULLOM. I would appeal to the gentle- 
man to allow me five or ten minutes. 

Mr. STUART. Inthe House I will not object 
to any explanation the gentleman may choose to 
make, but we are now acting under an express 
order of the House, which the committee cannot 
vary by unanimous consent at all. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. 


I trust we will proceed with this bill. 


Does the Chair hear ob- 


1 hope not. 
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rise, with the view of giving the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee an opportunity to make an explanation 
in the House, which was denied to him by the 
objection of the gentleman from Michigan in the 
committee, 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had the state of the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly House bill 
No. 312, ‘* making appropriations fer light-houses, 
light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for 
other purposes,”’ and had come to no conclusion 
thereon. 

Mr. CULLOM. Iask the permission of the 
House to make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the gentleman shall be heard ? 

Mr. STUART. I do not rise to object, but 
only to make one word of explanation. I am 
pleased to hear the gentleman from ‘Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


| Tennessee yield ? 


Mr. CULLOM. Most assuredly I do; but I 
hope the gentleman will not object to my pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to put myself right. 
I will listen to the gentleman with as much pleas- 
ure as any onein the House. The reason I made 
objection in the committee was, that the com- 
mittee was acting under an express rule which 
they had no power by unanimous consent to 
waive, and not because I wished to deny the hon- 
orable gentleman a hearing. 

Mr. CULLOM. I am much obliged to the 
honorable gentleman from Michigan for his cour- 
tesy, as well as to the House for this privilege of 
meeting, and in terms parliamentary and respectful 
to the House, hurling back the Billingsgate abuse, 
calumny, and slander, poured out at me by my col- 
league, Mr. Poix.] [Lam reluctant, Mr. Speaker, 
to obtrude myself upon the House in the con- 
sumption of its precious time, which should be 
devoted to the legitimate business of dignified, 
statesman-like legislation, maintaining towards 
one another, to the country, and the world, that 
dignity of deportment, urbanity of bearing in har- 
mony with our high character as a people, as a 


| nation, and as a free republican Government. It 


pains me that it is made my duty, as a gentleman 


| of some humble sense of honor, to occupy a brief 


moment of your fleeting and precious time, upon 
the very eve of the adjournment of your arduous 
and protracted session, in a vindication of my 
oor self and of my humble reputation. That I 
ce not contributed by word or deed, either to 
prolong the session of Congress, or provoke this 
unlooked-for onslaught upon myself, my hon- 
orable colleague in the Senate, or the lofty pa- 
triot and irreproachable hero, General Scott, I 
appeal to all good men upon this floor, whether 
Whigs or Democrats. 

I have studiously endeavored to conduct myself 
upon all occasions, in and out of Congress, in 
such a manner as to elevate my own honor, in the 
estimation of good men, to the high standard of 
my country, and the enlightened constituency 
which I have the honor to represent. That such 
has been my whole course here, | appeal to all to 
bear me witness; with what success it does not 
become me to say; but I feel one proud consola- 
tion, and to me itis peculiarly grateful, that my 
relations with my brother members are of the kind- 
est character, without distinction of party. Yes, 
sir, | have but few brothers upon this floor that 
I would not open my dearest veins for, if their 
secred honor or personal safety demanded it. This 
before my God I say of atruth. Ido not say it 
through fear or alarm of any living man, for | am 
fully capable of saying and doing, here or else- 
where, with perfect self-possession, whatever I 
think, or my personal honor demands. Mr. 
Speaker, my heart sickens within me to think that 
at the very heels of our arduous session, which 
has, through my intercourse with members, en- 
twined about my ardent heart, so many kindly 
recollections—of members from whom in a day 
or two more, I am to take perhaps a last lon 
leave, to be thus reluctantly thrust before you an 
the country by the ruthless assaults of my col- 


Mr. DAWSON. I move that the committee || league, 
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Iam a Whig to be sure, upon principle, from | 
the honest convictions of my deliberate judgment. | 
Unflinching in my exertions to maintain those | 
cherished principles; ardent in my support and 
advocacy of my faith and the men who imperson- 
ate it; still I am tolerant in my feelings, conced- 
ing to those who honestly differ with me, the same 
right which I claim for myself. I have insulted 
no Democrat for opinion’s sake—I never will. 
Mr. Speaker, I appeal to you and to the House, 
and to a refined, enlightened public, to whose ar- 
bitrament we must all yield, what necessity there 
was for my colleague, in the grave discussion in 
this, a nation’s forum, or in the advocacy of his 
favorite candidate for the Presidency, if he chose 
to take the latitude, not only to malign, slander, 
and traduce my humble name and fame, and that 
of my distinguished colleague in the Senate, but 
also the fair fame—and dearly-bought fame—of a 
country’s greatest living benefactor? 

Mr. POLK. The gentleman states that he 
cannot be, and has not been, guilty, under any 
circumstances, of offending any one personally or 
politically. [ alluded, in my remarks, to what my 
colleague stated in part at the City Hall, in Wash- | 
ington, where he charged General Pierce with 
cowardice. I said that the gentleman must stamp 
shame upon his own brow when he charges this. 

Mr. CULLOM. Exactly. The gentleman 
either knows nothing of the facts of which he 
speaks, or states them falsely. In my ratification 
speech in the City of Washington, of which the 
gentleman speaks, I used no such language, nor 
made any such charge against General Pierce as 
he alleges. I never, upon that, orany other occa- 
sion, charged General Pierce with being a coward; 
and the gentleman states falsely when he asserts 
that [ did. ‘That speech was reported and pub- 
lished without my knowledge or consent, or with- 
out correction by me; and though it contains inac- 
curacies, it as published and delivered refutes the 
untruthful charge of my competitor in that speech. | 

Upon the point to which the gentleman alludes, 
if he had been willing to quote me truthfully, he 
would have found this language: ‘ But, gentle- 
‘men, it is certain General Pierce was unfortu- 
‘nate. I will not say that he lacked in courage, 
‘but he was unfortunate on the day of battle— 
‘some say he fainted. [Sosays the official report— 
*so says his life.| 1 will not, however, repeat that, 
‘for it may be a slander. I understand that state- 
‘ment is entirely a mistake—that General Pierce 
‘did not faint, but that his horse fainted’’—hu- 
morously alluding to the strange combination of 
untoward circumstances which always kept the 
brave General out of battle, or by which either he 
or his horse was disabled, at some unpropitious 
moment. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, not only has shame settled 
upon my brow, but the deep blush has lit upon 
my cheek; and here, to-day, before this House 
and the whole country, in the presence of my col- 
league, I say that my Tennessee pride, my Ameri- 
can feelings, have been deeply wounded, on ac- 
count of the obliquity and grossly ill-behavior of 
my colleague, more than once upon this floor. 
In my heart of hearts I have commiserated his 
misfortune—for the kindness [ have always felt 
for him—for the reputation of his virtuous cen- 
stituents, our common State and nation. 

The SPEAKER. 
Chair, as the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
CuLtom,] is aware, to arrest any personalities. 

Mr. CULLOM. I will not knowingly violate 
one rule of the House, or of public decorum; for, 
as I value my own character, and that of my con- 
stituents, I would guard this high legislative fo- 


rum from the use of low vulgarities and Billings- | 
erpetrated | 


gate scurrilities. They shall not be 
by me; but when thus assailed myself, and my 
personal and political friend who sits in the other 


Chamber, but who has no voice in this Hall; and | 
when he is assailed who has defended me, my | 


country, her Constitution and laws, I would be 
base to myself, and my own nature—to my own 
darling offspring—to the high obligations of 
friendship, and to patriotism itself, if I did not, as 
I distinctly do, hurl back these false aspersions 
upon the already-devoted head of their author. 
This I would do, though the heavens and this old 
earth were to come together. Now, my honor- 
able colleague, and every man on this floor, knows 
the fact to be—for it has been a painfully notorious 


It will be the duty of the 


| from these calumnies. 


fact to all who have witnessed the proceedings of | 
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Congress—that he has sought a kind of notoriety 
that no decent man would envy;a common meddler 
in other men’s business, of ringing himself inside, 
or edge in almost every debate that has taken place 
when he chanced to be present, to cause himself to 
figure in the speeches of both Whigs and Demo- 
crats, putting what he may imagine shrewd ques- 
tions, but which receives the universal reprubation 
of all lovers of parliamentary decorum, not to say 
common decency. 

Now, my honorable colleague, so capable of 
being so very amiable at times, has unfortunately 
for himself become a sort of Ishmaelite—-his hand 
against every man, and but for the commiseration 
of all good sane men, their hands would all be 
lifted against him in self-defense. With all my 
compassion and commiseration for the misfortunes 
and foibles of my competitor, I am even surprised 
at the forbearance he has received. It will soon 
cease to be a virtue. But thereis a point at which 
even my latitudinarian colleague from the Maury 
district has gotto stop. This point he has reached. 
1 will not assail him unwarrantably here, but it is 
perhaps my duty to myself, and even my col- 
league, to let him know, in the most distinct and 
unequivocal manner, that | hold him and all his 
braggadocio, bullying, and denunciation, in utter, 
supreme, and sovereign contempt. It brings no 
terrorto me. It does not accelerate a pulse. It 
passes as the ravings of a maniac, whose misfor- 
tunes | would sooner alleviate than augment. It 
produces 'more of shame than fear. His charge 
of desertion against me and my distinguished col- 
league in the Senate—I suppose, of course, the 


{ ° . ; 
allusion is to Governor Jones; of cowardice and 


want of patriotism upon the part of General Scott, 
in the whole and in the concrete, in mass and in 
detail, I pronounce, as when the charge first fell 
from the lips of my colleague, that the charges are 
a libel, a vile infamous calumny and falsehood. I 
have betrayed no interest either North or South, 
East or West. I have endeavered to represent 
truly and faithfully every interest of my constit- 
uents, with what fidelity and zeal I leave for you, 
with whom I have served, and my constituents, to 
decide, to whom I hope under God’s providence 
soon to return, before whom, and to whom I am 
ready and willing to render a full account of my 
stewardship; to them | am accountable, and not to 
my colleague. But he strikes an assassin’s blow 
at my humble reputation. It may wither as a 
sprig of grass, but I feel no alarm. I feel perfectly 
secure in the consciousness of the entire rectitude 
of my course. 

But the gentleman comes here as the greater 
Magnus _—S of the Democracy—I hope not 
the entire Democracy; for though the gentleman 
seems to be prompted by some of them, yet from 
the blush of shame which I see resting upon many 
Democratic faces, I feel that they do not approve 
it; for, however desirous gentlemen may be to de- 
feat the election, what honorable man, Whig or 
Democrat, here to-day, can approve the means, 
foul, | must say, which my colleague has resorted 
to? Mr.Speaker, can it be possible that Democ- 
racy has put furward my colleague as an instru- 
ment thus to assail General Scott, and denounce 
him here, in language coarse and vulgar, as a 
coward, as void of patriotism, void of honor and 
love of country ?—the man that fought the bat- 
tles of the country, a man whom the nation ac- 
knowledges as her greatest benefactor now hold- 
ing a place amongst the living, who has poured 
out his blood that our liberties should be secure, 
amongst which is the liberty of speech. But what 
a sad and lamentable abuse of that high privilege, 
for which Scott bled, we have witnessed this day! 
I feel no apprehension that the foul, tainted breath 
of any man can injure or impair the high appre- 


| ciation in which the war-worn veteran of so many 


sanguinary wars, and of so many brilliant victo- 
ries, is justly held by agrateful and patriotic coun- 
try; that there is patriotism enough in this free 
country to shield and vindicate General Scott 
It will astound the coun- 
try when they learn that these charges are gravel 

put forth in high places by my colleague. Let it 
go to the country; let every mail bear it; let the 
lightning bear it to the ends of the earth, that the 
man whom Christendom acknowledges as un- 
equaled, not only in skill but in valor, for party 
sake and party advancement was thus denounced. 
Is there no higher argument? Is there no merit 


| of the Whole, (Mr. Venasce in the chair, 


in your principles or in your candidate which you | 
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would commend? It would be far more honor- 
able to leave a soldier’s laurels, dearly earned in 
fields of danger and death, through almost a half 
century of toil and privation, than thus to reb him 
and a nation whose jewel itis. Oh shame! where 
is thy blush! : 

Mr. POLK. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. CULLOM. My collesgue must sit down 
and keep his choler buttoned; 1 cannot be troubled 
with him any more; he must learn to behave like 
a gentleman, if possible; he has such a propen- 
sity to be upon the floor, speaking and running 
around. Let me advise my collengue to get a 
little glue and place it carefully on his chair, and 
sit himself down on it, and thereby hold himself 
to his seat, and try for once to conduct himself 
with dignity, if he has to resort to these artificial 
means. [Laughter.]} 

My colleague said much about the Mexican 
war, in which Scott and Taylor fought so gal- 
lantly. I think it was quite unfortunate and 
highly indelicate in the gentleman, sustaining, as 
he does, certain relations to the then Administra- 
tion. He speaks of Scott and Santa Anna, in 
league to betray, and did actually cause the mas- 
sacre of a large number of American soldiers. 
Now, I propose to discuss that war, the treatment 
of the Administration to Generals Scott and Tay- 
lor, and how Santa Anna got into Mexicc, and 
show who gave him*his passports. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I rise to a point of 
order. [am extremely reluctant to do so. 

Mr. CULLOM. AsI am speaking by cour- 
tesy, as there is obligation, I will give way; re- 
turning you, Mr. Speaker, my thanks, and through 
you, my colleagues, for thus kindly permitting 
me, in this hasty manner, to state my defense. i 
will not trespass longer. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules of the 
House be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The question was then taken; and it was agreed 


| to. 


So the House resolved itself into the Committee 
and 
again resumed the consideration of the light-house 
bill. 

The following section was then read by the 
Clerk: 

‘© Maine: For alight-house on the Nubble Cape, Neddich 
York, 25,000.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 1 move to strike 
out $5,000. I do it for the purpose of making an 
explanation, my name having been tntroduced by 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Stanton] in 
connection with the circulation of ‘* A few Chap- 
ters in the Life of General Pierce.’’ The gentle- 
man from Kentucky read a list. I wish to state 
that it is true. [ did send a very considerable 
number of that publication into all parts of the 
country. I subscribed to the fund, and | learn, 
upon inquiry 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. I must make a ques- 
tion of order on the gentleman. I understand that 
we are acting upon an amendment, and it is out 
of order for a member to speak to anything but 
the amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask to makea statement 
as a personal explanation. The gentleman is ex- 
ceedingly fastidious. 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. That same privilege 
was denied the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Cuttom,} because we were in the Committee of the 
Whole, and we went into the House to allow it. 
If the rule would apply to my friend from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Cuitom,] it must apply to my friend 
from Ohio, [Mr. Campsett.} 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [ ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the committee to make my statement. 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. I insist upon my 

oint of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is compelled 
to rule the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Camppety} 
out of order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask to make this ex- 
planation, my name being dragged unceremoni- 
ously into this matter. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I desire to 
say that I must object to all this, for the reason 
that when impertinent questions and impertinent 
topics are introduced into this House, it is just 
as indiscreet and impertinent to answer them. 
{Laughter.| I therefore object. 
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Mr. CAMPBELL. Itis susceptible of proper 


ination, iu the ee itleman will hear it. I sub- 
ved for an equal number of documents to be 
! ed tor the South, 
Phe question was then taken on Mr. Camp- 
pri "4 ne idment an | it Was d rreed to. 
When the tollowing clauses were read, Viz: 


For a buoy boat on Bibb Rock, near Weilfleet harbor, 


i a bu boat on Sand Shoal, near north end of Bass 
r eso ‘The above buoys to be placed under the direc 
! the Superintendent of Coast Survev;”’ 


Mr. HOUSTON said, I wish to know of t 
wlin ie ian of the Se ' ted tl 


0 Line coramitiee who reporte 
] 


bill, why it is that-those two lights are taken from 
und ine ordinary c ntrol and put under the con- 
tr ind direetion of the Superintet dent of the 
Coast Survey 1 do not understand it. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I will state that the appropri- 
i ‘? s Were itl erted on the recommendat on of { ic 
Light-Hlouse Board; and in recommending thei, 
they proposed that they should be located unde: 
the direction of the Coast Survey It is a matter 
ot ¢ yrmaylenint that these buoys are placed by pilots, 
who are accidentally employed for the purpose, 
and are often inj idiciously placed, and that no 
proper record is kept of the bearing and distances 
oftheloeations The committee, therefore, thought 
fit to adopt the recommendation of the Light- 
house Board . 

Mr. LHOUSTGN. Of course, this is a subject 


] 


W h | have not very thorouchly looked nto; 


1 ° . 
ome to be objectionable for this 


reason: we have now a Bureau of the Gover \- 

ment which has entire contro! of this whole sys- 

ter 1 it occurs to me that it would ca injudi- 
to Rs de a responsi bility. : 

Mr. S 'Y MOU f New York. I would sug- 

stto my colleague on the committee, who re 


ported the bill, that perhaps the word * placed’? 
word to be used in this clause. I 


no. the propel 


mose it is the ere ‘tion of the buoy boats of 


which the Superintendent of the Coast Survey is 


to have charge and direction, and not that they 


are to be continued in his charge hereafter. If 


: ' 
the language of the clause is not proper, [ am 
sure my collearwue will agree to an amendment. 
Perhaps the word ** erected would express the 


idea better. 


HOUSTON, 





I receive the explanation of 


the gentleman from New York; but still my ow 

opinion J und I think that those who have given 
this subject any consideration will agree with me— 
that this is but the beginning of the end. If the 
Fifth Auditor does not possess the necessary in 
formation, give the control of this subject to the 


Ss perinte nile nt of the Coast Survey, as 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama submit any amendment ? 
Mr. HOUSTON. I am not prepared to do so, 
but I make the suggestion that I think this provis- 
In Ove ona it 


Mr. DUNCAN. 


o; the ciauses now more immediately under con- 


I move to amend the second 
sideration, by striking out the word * placed’”’ in 
the last line, and inserting the word ‘ located”’ in 

‘he word ‘* placed’’ was inserted 
ry mistake. While I am up, I wish to say in 
idition to what I before saul, that those buoys 
were recommended by the Light-House Board, 
nder the authority given them by the act of the 
last session, by which they were directed to ex- 
amine and report upon these subjects; and their 
recommendation is that they be located by the 
Coast Survey. They, bein g employed upon the 


coast, can locate these buoys with very little ex- 


pense, and with more accuracy than it can be 


eu thereof. 


done in any other way, in the ordinary course of 


their duty. They have the means in their hands, 
the charts, soundings, documents, and all before 
them; and they are more competent to place these 
important buoys than any other body of men can 
Ye 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I wish the 
indulgence of the committee for one moment, to 
state, in connection with what has fallen from my 
colleague upon the Committee on Commerce, that 
we have recently provided by law, that the Coast 
Survey shall, whilst they are survey ing our coast, 
for the purpose of making proper charts, turn their 
attention to suitable locations for light-houses, 
light-ships, and buoys. 

Itis a saving of time and expense tu the Gov- 
ernment, to derive this information from that 
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orps, which is primarily employed upon another 


suvjyect. The y can, Without increasing their ex- 





penses, Or extending the time they are thus em- 
oyed, give us this useful informa ion 

Vir. HOUSTON, The gentleman is certainly 
1 one error, if in no more. He says that this 


Now , it does 


increase the expenses, and the Coast Survey have 


Goes not increase tne expenses. 


charged for the examination of these points for 
light-houses and so forth. sut | object to divid- 
lug the responsibility of this Department. The 
Superintendent of the Coast Surve y 18s now get- 
ting, not only pay for the « duties of the head of 
that d 


aisovo 


epartment of the ges lic service, but he 1 
i 


getting a large salary for his control over the 


subject of weights and measures, and now it is 
pro 2d to give him the light-houses also. 

Mr ‘SE YMOUR. I wish to say one word upon 
thi subject, in reply to the chairm n of the Com- 


‘ 


mittee of Ways and Means. I will say, in just 
: 


fication of myself, that | assented to the plac 


ot these buoy which are thus to be erected, un- 


der the charge of the 5 iperintendent of the Coast 
Survey, for the very reason that | supposed that, 
if he was employed in surveying the coast, and 


was paid a salary for that, he would not charge 
any more fi performing this service. 
Mr. BAY i, Y. 


clauses of the bill which have been read by the 


| move to strike out thelast twe 


Clerk, and | do it for the purpose of making a few 
remarks upon this point. I have no opinion to 
express upon this point of the superintendence of 
lights. On the c nitrary, even after listening to 
the very able argument of my friend from Mary- 
ane [Mr. Evans] on that 
ed yet to express any opinion upon it, exce; 
to this extent: that Ido not think so radical a 


subject, | am not pre- 


change ought to be made without a more thorough 
ject than it has been in the 
power of any of us to make. The report upon 
this subject came in at a very late period, and | 
am not prepared to change the whole system of 


investigation of the subj 


the management of our lizht-house establishment 
until we have looked more into the matter than we 
have now. 

But, sir, I do undertake to say—and I do it oo 
pe rsonal information—that so far as our inlets and 
the entrances to our creeks and rivers are con- 
cerned, this Coast Survey has thrown very great 
light on the subject. I have found that their sur- 
veys have led to the correction of mistakes, and 
to valuable suggestions which I really think this 
House ought not to di regard. . 

I have not civen to this bill that thorough inves- 
tigation which it was alone the province of the 
; but Lam en- 
tirely satisfied, not only from the character of the 
chairman of that committee, 


Committee on Commerce to give tt 


but quite as much 
from that of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Duncan,] who has especial charge of this 
branch of the business of that committee, that they 


have looked into this matter with a great deal of 


impartiality and justice, and | am not therefore 
prepared—though I am free to say that thisis not 
a subject which I have investigated probably as 


minutely as | ought to have done—to fo counter 


dation of the chairman of the com- 
mittee, and of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 


to the recommen 


I do not understand this provis ion as my friend 
from Alabama does, that it changes the control 
under which these li jog houses are to be placed. 
The y are now ul de he control of the Fifth” Aud- 
itor, to a great extent, and I do not understand 
that it is designed to chal ve that control at all. 
Am [ right about th: 

Mr. SEYMOU R. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAYLY. If it were otherwise, 1 should 
not agree to support a proposition to change that 
control, because at this session of Congress I do 
not think that we have looked into the matter suf- 
ficiently to justify any radical change. I am 
quite willing to pass this bill with a few amend- 
ments. 

Mr. SEYMOUR 
of the privilege of speaking in opposition to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, to call 
the attention of the committee to the law to which 
I referred when I was last up. It was suggested 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that the Coast Survey had received addi- 
tional compensation for the surveys which they 
had made in reference to the location of light- 
houses. From ‘he character of the gentlemen on 
that board, I cannot believe that they have done 


,of New York. I avail myself 
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so, and I think the gentleman must be mistaken. 
I find, by reference to the act approved March 3, 
1851, which gives them this authority, that in the 
eielath sec tion of that act it IS @XT pressiv erowsted. 
** that no additional comper 1sation shall be all »wed 
to any person serving on said corps.’’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. Here is the report of the 
Coast Survey, the last clause of which I will read 
for the information of the gentleman, who wil! then 
see whether lam mistaken or not. Itis as follows: 


‘The information embodied in this report has been ob 


tained by the facilities furnished by the distribution of parties 
of the Coast Survey on all sections of the coast, ata merely 
nominal expense, not exceeding $1,000, while the informa- 
tion obtained of a reliable sort,’’? &e. 

So that the gentleman must see that there has 
been a charge of some sort made by the Coast 
Survey. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. That is substantially as [ 
supposed. I did not know that it increased the 
expenses at all, but I suppose the increase can 
only arise from the necessary delay while on this 
service, for the purpose of looking to the light- 
house establishment. The result, | am satisfied, 
has been a vast saving in the expenditures of the 
country. We are now guided, in making up the 
light-house appropriation bill, by the report of 
this scientific board, which was laid before the 
committee at an early period of this session, 
whereas the committee has heretofore been guided, 
in a great measure, by conjec ture, I hope that 
the amendment of the rentleman from Massachu- 
setts,to substitute the word * located’’ for the word 
** nlaced,’’? will be adopted, and that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia will not pre- 
val. 

Mr. BAYLY. If there be no objection, I will 
now withdraw my amendment. ' 

There being no objection, the amendment was 
withdrawn. 

The question recurred upon Mr. Duncan’s 
amendment, and being put the amendment was 
adopted. 


Mr. BROOKS. I move to add at the end of 
the clause, the following: 

But no charge shall be made by the Coast Survey out of 
the light-house fund therefor. 

My object in offering that amendment is to meet 
a case of this sort: it has come to my knowledge 
as a member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that there have been charges, and pretty 
heavy charges, on the light-house fund by the 
Coast Survey, for services performed. In one 
case, I am told there was a sum of $4,000 charged 
for some maps or sketches furnished to the Light- 
House Board. Now the Coast Survey has a very 
large fund, and is well equipped, and [ desire to 
ruard against this thing. When the light-house 
establishment is to be absorbed by the Coast 
Survey, I wish to have it done regularly. The 
prince iple of their locating or placing these buoys 
is not to be objected to, nor do T object to it, but 
it should be a part of their general duty, and 
should add no additional expense, or if it does, it 

| should come out of their own fund. 

Mr. EVANS. I do not know that I have any 
objection to the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York, but it must strike every member of 
the committee that the Coast Survey ought to be 
allowed to expend as much as the Fifth Auditor 
would himself expend upon this same service. 
Now, if the Fifth Auditor would have to pay 
something out of the licht-house fund for the lo- 
cation of these buoys, I do not see w hy, when 
the same buoys are pl iced by the Coast Survey, 
they should not go to the same extent of expense, 
and it is an expense which clearly belongs to the 
lizht-house establishment. Now, if there is one 
single thing in the world which has been conducted 
without any sort of system or any sort of knowl- 
edge, it is the location of these buoys. It is even 
worse than the light-houses. They have been in 
many instances improperly located, and it is often 
impossible for the ships of this country to tell upon 
which side of them to go. Such has been the 
difficulty and abuse of the whole system hereto- 
fore. Now, this Coast Survey has ascertained 
new channels, and has placed the buoys in better 
positions in the old channels. They are far better 


acquainted with the coast of the United States 
than any gentleman who sits down here in the 
city of Washington to arrange these matters can 
be. Those whohave been employed in this busi- 
| ness know far better, in relation to the coast sur- 
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vey, and can ascertain the proper points at which 
to 7 lace lights, than one who merely ascertains the 
facts from charts. A former report recommended 
a distinct plan for marking buoys, but it was never 
carried out. I think it will be seen that all reform 
upon the subject, which has been effected, has 
been forced into Congress, and has been resisted 
in the extreme by those who were ignorant of 
what they were doing, and who have listened to 
misrepresentation. 

Sir, [ trust the amendment of the gentleman 
from New York may be so far amended as to al- 
low the precise expense, and no more, that would 
be expended by the Fifth Auditor. As the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Duncan] says, 
it only comes out of the contingent expenses for 
that de partment. They will not expend more 
than would he expended by the Fifth Auditor 
himself; and I can no reason why it should 
not be expended by the Coast Survey. There 
will be expended precisely the same amount of 
money which the Fifth Auditor himself would ex- 
pend, as [ said, and [| see no reason why the plan 








see 


I 
should not be adopted. 


Mr. DUNCAN. Ifthe gentieman’s time is not 
I will say a word. no for the 
passage of this amendment. There is no reason 
why the cost of employing a laborer to fix a buoy 
should not come out of the light-house fund, for 
the same expense would have to be incurred no 
matter out of what fund the expense is to be paid. 


out, I see reason 


I think, therefore, that amendment is unnecessary. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I move 
in in the ninety-ninth line. 

Strike out the words ‘granite licht-house,’’ and 
insert ‘‘lizht-house of granite, iron. or a combina- 
tion of both,’’ so that the section would read as 
follows, viz: 


an amendment to come 


‘Towards the erection of alight-house of granite, iron, or 
a cembination of both, on the outer Minot ledge, at the en 
trance of Boston harbor, upon a plan to be approved by the 
Topographical Bureau; a contract for the building thereof 
to be made with the lowest responsible bidder who shall 
give sufficient security for the faithful performance of the 
same, and the work to be executed in strict conformity with 
the plan or plans approved by the Topographical Bureau, 
under the supervision of such person as the Secretary of 


the Treasury may designate, $80,000.’ 
I will say a word in explans ation of this amend- 
ment. This is a very important point for the 


erection of a light-house—ex« veedingly so, to the 


navigation of the country. A light-house was 
carried away from there, some years ago. The 


committee had before them various plans for its 
erection. Itis a point at which it is very difficult 
to construct a lizht-house which shall insure a re- 
sistance the storms upon the Atlantic 
ocean. ‘They had several plans before them for a 
structure of granite, and they were inclined to adopt 
some of them. However, since the bill has been 
reported to the House, they have had a plan sub- 
mitted to them fora combination of granite and 
iron, which impressed them favorably; and they 
thoucht it best to leave the Topographical Bureau 
at liberty to select any of these plans which they 
might think bast adapted for permanency and 
strength. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DUNCAN, under instructions of the Com- 
mittee on Commer e, offered the following amend- 
ment: 


against 


Insert after line one hundred and seventeen: 
For the preservation of the and dike-wall at 
Goat Isiand, in the harbor of Newport, $3,500. 


light- house 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. 
ment: 

In line one hundred and twenty strike out ‘* $500, 
insert *§ $1,500;”? so thatthe clause will read: 

** For a light on the Long Wharf, in the harbor of New 
Haven, $1,500.” 

Mr. [. said: Mr. Chairms an, the necessity of a 
light at that point, indicated by this section ofthe 
bill, is, I believe, admitted by the committee who 
had this subject under consideration. It is pro- 
peas to place it upon the end of what is called 

ong Wharf, in the New Haven harbor. The 
wharf is, of itself, about three fourths of a mile in 
length, and the point at which it is proposed to 
place the light is a very exposed situation. The 
collector of the port of New Haven was here in 
this city when this subject was before the commit- 
tee, and I believe he informed the committee that 


INGERSOLL offered the following amend- 


> and 











| necessity there is for this appropriation. 
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a suitable light at this point could not be erected 
for less than $1,500. IL have seen him within a 
few days in this city, and he says it is utterly use- 
less to put a light there for the amount signified by 
the Committee on Commerce in this bill. As | 
before remar ked, itis in aver y exp osed situat Hae 
and it appears to me that $1,500 is barely suffic ien 
to raise 2 light there, and to build a shelter for 
the person who will have it in charge. I <a not 
wish to detain the committee upon this subject; 
but it seems to me that if anything is to be done 
at this point, $500 is too little to accomplish the 
object. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I will merely state, in the 
vindication of the course of the committee in re- 
lation to this matter, that the petitions for this 
light were submitted to the Fifth Auditor, upon 
whose judgement they relied. They 
, beacon-light upon the end 
of the pier, to euide vessels into the harbor of 


advice and 


propose to put a mere 


New Haven. He recommended, and the com- 
mittee inserted, $500. If a further sum is neces- 
sary’ I have no objection to its be ng incre ased. 


| only state the facts which influenced the com- 
mittee in their action. ‘The Fifth Auditor thought 
$500 was a sum sufficient to erect such a light as 
was necessary at this point. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. The Fifth Auditor knows 
nothing about the erection of a light at New Ha- 
ven. ‘The collector of that port knows much bet- 
ter what is necessary to construct a proper light 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Con- 
necticut is notin order. Debate has exhausted 
itself upon the amendment. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. CHANDLER offered the following amend- 
ment: 

After line two hundred and fifteen insert : 

For marking Joe Flogger Shoals, in the De 
with first class nun- buoys and can-buoys, 
and placed in their position under the 
perintendent of the Coast Survey, 

Mr. C. said: Mr. Chairman, there is scarcely a 
point upon our whole or upon any of our 
bays or rivers, that can be said to be more danger- 
ous, or that more imperatively demands the atten- 
tion of the Governme nt, than Joe Flogger Shoals. 

gut a year or two ago a foreign vessel, of 
burden, was cast away there, and, | think, every 
member of the crew, from captain to cook, were 
lost. I have now a letter before me, which says 
there is a vessel now upon that eer It is one 
very easily marked, may be 


laware Bay, 
ynstructed 
lirection of the Su 
3 000, 


to be cc 


coast, 


. 
iaryve 


and, if marked, 
very easily avoided by any vessel asc Se or 
descending the bay. It is now so dangerous that 
vessels do not think of ascending the bay in 7 
night, unless it is a very quiet, clear, moonlig 
night. 1 ask, therefore, that this ay ppropriation 
may be made, and I appeal to gentlemen of the 
Committee on Commerce to assist me in getting 
this item added to the appropriation bill. I have 
several amendments before me which I intended 
to offer, but if the committee will pass this 1 will 
forbear and take my chance for getting them in, 
one at a time, when another 
comes up. 

Mr. DUNCAN. This is the first time this 
subject has been brought to the knowledge of the 
Committee on Commerce, and therefore 
had no evidence, one way or another, about it, 
except the statement now made by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanp.er.] 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hold in my hand a let- 
ter I have just received from the person in com- 
mand of a United States steamer. He speaks of 
it as one of the most dangerous shoals upon any 
coast to navigators, and alludes to the fact that 
there is nowa brig upon it. I hope it will be the 
pleasure of the committee to adopt this amend- 
ment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, offered the follow- 
ing amendment, to come in at the end of the items 
providing for the State of Virginia: 

For two spar-buoys, to be placed to buoy out Occapan- 
nock creek, 2160. 

Mr. B. said: I desire to state that the papers 
connected with that case were presented before 
the Committee on Commerce too late to be acted 
on. It is only an appropriation of $160, and is to 
place two uoOys at the mouth of 
nock creek. 
the memorials which have been presented, of the 
It is at 


appropriation bill 


we have 


Occapan- 


sp ir- 


i know personally, irrespective of 
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a point in which my constituents are less inter 


ested than anybody else, because they know the 
way to get into this harbor, while coasting vessels 
for the Chesapeake Bay, which do not belong 
there, find much difficulty. I mentioned this sub 
ject to the member of the Committee on Commerce 
from Massachusetts, |[Mr. Dunean,}] and he 
agreed with me in the propriety of the amend- 


ment. As | said, it is only for $160, and in which 


my constituents are less interested than anybody 
else. I hope the committee will adopt it 

The question was then taken on the amend 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY otfered the following amend- 
ment: 

For two buoys, to be placed at the mouth of Alligato 
river, in Albermarle Sound, #200 

Mr. S. said: I believe the Committee on Com- 
merce had presented to them the petition of ship- 
owners and sailors in that part of the country, 
asking that buoys should be placed there; but 
they received them at a late period, and after they 
had reported this bill to the House. Some sixty 


are constantly in the habit of 


that 


or seventy vessels 


passing in and out of river, and two buoys 


will enable them to find their way in and out with 
safety. Two hundred dollars appropriated for 
that purpose will be of vast service to that section 
of the country, and I hepe there will be no ebje 


tion to putting that amendment in. 
The question was then taken on the 
ment, and it was agreed to. 


amend- 


Mr. DUNCAN offered the following amend 
ment, to come in at line two hundred and sixty- 
two, at the end of appropriations for North Car- 
olina: 

For four large buoys to mark the two channels over the 
Frying-Pan Shoal, to be constructed and located under the 
direction of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, &! 600 

For four second class buoys to mark the Main and Oak 
Island channels, leading into the Cape Fear river, in ad 
tion to the buovs now authorized, to be constructed and 
located under the direction of the Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey, 31,000 

Mr. DUNCAN. The Coast Survey, in a re- 
cent survey on that coast, have discovered a chan- 
nel through the Frying-Pan Shoals, and I have 
letters from the secretary of the Light-House 
Board suggesting the necessity of placing ove 
there. 


The question was 
of the amendment, and it 


then taken on the adoption 


Was ac reed 


Mr. BROWN, Mississippi, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment, to come in at the end of the 
first clause under the head of appropriations fox 
‘* Mississippi:”’ 

= he expen ee without delay, under the direction of 
the cretary of the Treasury. 

The ‘einia will then read: 

For the erection of a light- house at, or near the entran 
of East Pascagoula river, instead of a former appropriation, 
$5,000; to be expended, without delay, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. BROWN said: I will say but one word in 
explanation of the amendment. This appropria- 
tion has been made every Congress for the last 


five or six Congresses, and | can never make the 
Auditor of the Treasury, who has charge of the 
appropriations, understand that C 


ongress 18 in 


earnest about it. Whenever I inquire of him, he 
seems to have forgotte n about it. I s imMpiy want 
this amendment inserted, that he may ul derstand 
that we want the appropriation expended 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


not to be in the appropriation bill, and I hope the 


T . _— hon IT ti ; le 
nose wornKks, Hinn, OUHTIL 


rentleman who has charge of it will resist their 
insertion. 
The question was 


of the amendment, and 1 


then taken upon the adoption 


was not agreed to. 


Mr. DUNCAN offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the last clause of the appro- 
priation under the head of ‘* Mississ ty 

For Louisiana: For the examinatio und ey ‘ 
Ship Shoal and Raccoon Point, on the coaat Oo ursiana, 
with reference tothe location and ectiot fa ligit-house, 
and the procuring a plan for the same, 3, 

The question was taken on the adoption of the 
amendment, and it was agreed t 

Mr. MOORE, of Louisian i, ‘ fered the follow- 
ing amendment, to come tn at the same piace: 

For the construction of a licht- house on anid » Island 
Shoal, or the west end Last | i um I nite 
Raccoon Point, as inay On examinat i be deemed tm 
expedient, 320,000. 

Mr. MOORE said: I will state the reason why 
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| offer this amendment. Those shoals are very 
daneerous, lying on the outside of the island. 
There is no hieht-house on that coast between the 
Southwest Pass and Galveston, that can be seen 
hy any vessel on the route from the Southwest 
Pass to Texas, or to Mexico. We have two 
light-houses upon our coast, but both of them are 
situated within bays, a long distance within those 
shoals, which are so dangerous. There has been 
a memorial sent to Congress by the captains of 
steamers, and by a considerable number of the 
owners, and by merchants, asking that this light- 
house be built. A number of vessels were lost 
upon that coast some years ago—one of them a 
British ship. Immediately west of that place, a 
French ship was lost some years ago. They are 
very dangerous shoals, and there ought to be some 
provision made either for a light-house on the 
west end of Last Island, which is a few miles 
north of these shoals, or upon the shoals them- 
selves. 1 am told by a gentleman who is con- 
nected with the Coast Survey, that they believe 
that a light-house can be erected upon those shoals. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Iam sorry to rise in opposi- 
tion to the motion of the gentleman from Loui- 
siana, {Mr. Moonre,] but I feel obliged to do it by 
the facts of thecase. I have nodoubtthat a light- 
house is necessary somewhere in that vicinity. 
When petitions tn relation to a light-house on 
Ship Shoal were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, we referred them to the Fifth Auditor 
for such information as he could afford. He had 
in his office no chart showing the situation of these 
shoals. They are understood to be covered with 
water at high ude, and are some miles distant from 
the main land. The Fifth Auditor referred the 
petitions to the chief engineer of construction of 
licht-houses for an estimate of cost. And in his 
communication, presuming, from the character of 
the bottom in that region, that the foundation was 
sand, he estimated that it would cost at least 
$52,000 to build alight-house on Ship Shoal, The 
Auditor objected on another ground: that this 
licht-house, if erected on Ship Shoal, would be so 
distant from land, as to involve the necessity of 
keeping a vessel employed to convey wood and 
water and provisions for the three keepers neces- 
sary to keep that light-house. He suggested 
whether a light-house might not be erected on Rac- 
coon Point, the nearest land to the shoals, which 
would give the needed aid to navigation. We 
soucht information of the officers of the Coast Sur- 
vey, but they had no accurate charts of the sound- 
ings and depth of water, or of the situation of the 
shoals, and their distance from the land; but they 
stated that parties of the Coast Survey were serv- 
ing there—one going down from New Orleans, 
and the other coming from Galveston; and that 
before the next meeting of Congress, they should 
be able to furnish to Congress all the necessary in- 
formation upon the subject. The committee, there- 
fore, did not feel at liberty, with the limited in- 


formation before them, and with the uncertainty | 


which hune over the matter, to recommend an 
appropriation for a light-house, but they preferred 
to wait until they should receive the result of the 
examination of the Coast Survey. But to insure 
the certainty that this point should be properly 
attended to, they saw fit to direct me to offer the 
amendment which I did,a few moments ago, pro- 
viding fora survey. And before the next meeting 
of Congress we shall have all the information ne- 
cessary to enable us properly to locate the light- 
house upon the shoal, orupon Last Island. I did 
not believe that by making the appropriation now, 
the construction of the light-house would be ac- 
celerated at all. 

Che question was then taken on the adoption of 
the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana, offered the follow- 
ing amendment, to come in at the same place: 


For three spar-buoys, to mark the channel of the harbor 


of refuge at Horn Island Pass, Mississippi, to be placed by | 


S210. 


+? 


the Coast Survey 


Mr. M. said: I hope the amendment will be 
adopted. itis for a harbor of refuge for vessels 
coming in, when they do not happen to strike the 
YASS. 

‘The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the amendment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. DUNCAN offered the following amend- 


ment, to come in at the end of the appropriations 
under the head of * Florida:”’ 


| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


For securing the light-house at the mouth of St. John’s 
river, Florida, $10,000. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Mr. HOWARD offered the following amend- 
ment: 

Strike out all between the word “* Pass ” and the word 
“fifty-one,” and insert: ‘ora light-house, as may be deemed 
most expedient upon further examination,’’ in the following 
clause, under the head of “‘ Texas :"’ 

** For a light-boat, to be moored at Aransus Pass, instead 
of a light-house proposed by the act of March 3d, 1851, and 
for channel-buoys in said channel, and a buoy at Dollar 
Point, $15,000,”’ 

So that the clause would read: 


‘Texas: For a light boat to be moored at Aransus pass, 
or alight house, as may be deemed most expedient upon fur- 
ther examination, and for channel-buoys in said channel, 
and a buoy at Dollar Point, $15,000.” 


Mr. H. said: I would state that at the last Con- 
gress an appropriation was made for a light-house 
at Aransus Pass of $12,500. There has since been 
a survey, and the officers of the Coast Survey rec- 
ommend that, instead of a light-house, a light- 
boat should be moored there; and there is reported 
the same appropriation for the light-boat as was 
made for the licht-house. 

I will state that it seems to me that this survey 
was not very well conducted. Itis so esteemed by 
the pilots and the navigators who use that entrance. 
All I propose is, that the appropriation shall] not 
be limited to the construction of a light-boat, but 
that the Department shall have power to construct 
a light-house, if, upon further examination, they 
shall find that a light-house is more expedient than 
alight-boat. I learn from the Fifth Auditor, that 
a light-house will cost less than a light-boat, and 
it costs less to keep it up, for the one is permanent, 
and the other is liable to be driven from its place, 
and to decay. I hope the discretion will be left 
with the Department to build a light-house, if, 
upon further examination, they deem it the better 
structure of the two. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I wish to in- 
quire of the gentleman from Texas, whether the 
light placed either upon the light-house or upon 
the light-boat will subserve the interests of com- 
merce at the same place? 

Mr. HOWARD. Precisely at the same place. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This seems to propose the 
substitution of one structure for another at that 
point. 

Mr. HOWARD. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand it to be so. 

Mr. HOWARD. I will state to the gentleman 
that this amendment is for a light-house, or fera 
light-boat, as the Department shall deem proper. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am speaking of the ori- 
ginal paragraph of the bill. This paragraph, as I 
understand it, purports to substitute a light-boat 
for a light-ship, and appropriates $15,000. A light- 
house, as I understand, was authorized by the act 
of the 3d of March, 1851, and, as a matter of 
course, made this appropriation. I would like to 
know of the gentleman, [Mr. eared who has 
charge of the bill, what has become of that appro- 
priation made on the 3d of March, for building a 
light-house at Aransus Pass? 

Mr. DUNCAN. The appropriation has not 
been expended, and is still liable to be drawn for. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That shows that this para- 
graph is unnecessary. If the Committee on Com- 
merce had proposed to change the character of the 
improvement, and instead of a light-boat, to sub- 
stitute a light-house, they should have introduced 
a provision to make available the money already 
appropriated. Why do they want to appropriate 
$15,000 for this house, when there stands now an 
appropriation of several thousand dollars, which 
is more than enough for it, if it was only made 
applicable to that object? It has not gone back to 
the surplus fund. These moneys are not carried 
back to the surplus funds, as they ought to be. 
But this money has not been appropriated long 
enough to go back to that fund. It was appro- 
priated in 1851, and is still applicable'to this im- 
provement, for which they now propose to appro- 
priate this $15,000. 1 move to strike out the 
$15,000, unless my friend [Mr. Duncan] will so 
alter it as to make it applicable to this improve- 
ment. There is no use in making a double appro- 
priation. 

Mr. DUNCAN. By the actof 1851, an appro- 
priation was made for the location of a lizht-house 
at Aransus Pass, Before proceeding to the loca- 


No, not at all. 
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tion of the light-house, it was thought necessary, 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, to have an ex- 
amination. He intrusted that examination to the 
proper officers, and they reported that a light-boat 
was preferable, and a more suitable aid to naviga- 
tion, than a light-house at that point. They also 
recommended that a channel buoy should be placed 
in the channel at that pass, and also at Dollar 
Point. The appropriation was therefore changed 
in conformity with their recommendation, and a 
small addition made to the amount appropriated, 
in order to enable them to fix those buoys in the 
channel, and at Dollar Point. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman does not 
seem to understand my point, and perhaps I am 
not understood by the committee. The law of 
1851 made an appropriation of $12,500 for a light- 
house at Aransus ——, Now, why not make 
that $12,500 applicable to the erection of that light- 
boat, instead of making another appropriation of 
$15,000? By doing that, you would make the 
appropriation for Aransus Pass $27,500, and I 
presume gentlemen do not want that. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I will suggest whether it 
would not be necessary, in the alteration of the 
phraseology, to msert the words, *‘ instead of the 
appropriation proposed by the act of March 1837?” 

Mr. HOWARD. I will adopt that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not remember where 
| the amendment of the gentleman from Texas 

comes in, but I would suggest that the section be 
modified, so that it would read as follows: 


‘© Fora light-boat to be moored at Aransus Pass, instead 
of a light-house proposed by the act of Mareh 3d, 1851, and 
for channel-buoys in said channel, and a buoy at Dollar 
Point, in addition to the appropriation of March, 1851, 
2.500. 

Mr. HOWARD. The amendment of the gen- 
| tleman from Massachusetts is the same thing. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is not the same thing. 

This appropriation leaves the other outstanding. 

It does not go back into the Treasury. The com- 

mittee ought to know exactly what it appropri- 

ates. 
| Mr. SEYMOUR. Does the gentleman from 

Texas accept the modification that has been pro- 
posed—that in addition to the appropriation of 
March 3d, 1851, there be appropriated $2,500? 

Mr. HOWARD. Ihave accepted it. Let the 
| Clerk read the amendment as it now is. 

The Clerk read the modified amendment, as fol- 
| lows: 

“For a light-boat to be moored at Aransus Pass, or a 
| light-house, as may be most expedient on further examin- 
| ation, and for channel. buoys in said channel, and a buoy at 


Dollar Point, in addition to the sum appropriated for a light- 
house at said point, $2,500.” 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was adopted. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I move atthe end of the 
first section of the bill, the addition of the follow- 
| ing: 

For a light-house at the harbor of La Pointe, on Lake 
Superior, $5,000. 

I will state, for the information of the commit- 
| tee, that the harbor of La Pointe is the only one 
at the west end of Lake Superior. ‘There is no 
harbor nearer it than about two hundred miles. 
It is very importantas a place of refuge for vessels 
i At night, as there is no light-house 





in a storm. 
there, vessels cannot tell where the harbor lies, 
and consequently have to stand off all night. The 
object sought to be accomplished by my amend- 
ment is a very important one to the navigation of 
that lake. 
Mr. DUNCAN. I can only say that the com- 
_ mittee have not sufficient evidence of the necessity 
of it to recommend the appropriation. 
| Mr. EASTMAN. There has been no survey. 
| IT was never called upon to furnish any evidence. 
| I had the assurance of the chairman of the com- 
mittee that it would be put in. I could furnish 
testimony of the necessity and importance of it. 
| ‘The question was taken, and the amendment 
was adopted. 


Mr. DUNCAN. For the perfection of the 
fourth section | move, after the words “ March 
3d,” to insert the words “* for the erection of a light- 
house on Flynn’s Knoll,’’ so that it will read as 
follows: 

“ Seo. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$30,000, appropriated by the act approved March 3d, 1851, 
tor the erection of a light-house on Flynn’s Knoll, be, and 
the same is hereby, authorized to be applied to the erection 
of two-range beacon lights, for Gedney’s Channel, to be 

| plaeed near Point Comfort, in the State of New Jersey ; and 
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